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INTRODUCTION 


This writer is primarily interested in presenting the 
historical development of education in Wayne County, iowa, 
and he has not attempted to include events which may be of 
interest but have no particular connection with the subjeat 
to be treated. Reverences will be made, of course, to the 
ape sediag and social Soe as they are related to the 

story of the schools 

The writer is not a native of Wayne County but has 
attempted to atudy rather objectively and, hd hopes, without 
prejudices the evolution of the schools of.the county. 
sources of EP annoe ion In this investigation are reports 
of the County buperintendents to the State Department of 
Public Instruction ss preserved in the public records 
of the towa Departinsnt of History and Archivee in 
Des Moines, and similar reports and records in the ee 


Superintendents office at the Wayne County court house 


interviews with elderly people; POCA) HOW EDSD Se files; 
historical pamphlets; school reports by superintendent 8 of 
town schoole; records of the secretaries of school boardg; 
interviews with present school officials; a wanuacript by 
R. 5B. Bracewoll, prominent citizen of Wayne County, now 
deceased; a me MuEecript by Harold W. poughe arty of Allerton, 
Lowa; personal letters from people interested in county 
history; and data recorded in the office of the Depart ment 
OY Public Instruction in Des Moines 


The county 1s old enough eo that few if any of the very 
first settlers are still living. The very nature of pioneer 


@xistence did not permit the using of much time for 


recording events, aid the value of records seems not always 

to have been réalized, Negligence, disasters such as fires, 
and lack of facilities for keeping and storing, caused many 
records to be lost. In apite of these handicaps the writer 


has attempted to give as accurate a picture of the development 


of education as lay within his power with the facilities at 
his disposal. He has visited several of the rural schools 

and all of the town schools at least once and several of them 
much oftener. All teachers, school officials, and other 
people who were suggested as having knowledge that was desired 
by the writer were interviewed personally or by correspondence. 


The County Superintendent's records are complete only as 
far back as twenty years, while the annual: reports are complete 
only as far back as 1886. Any reference to reports of County 
Superintendents prior to this date are from records preserved 


in the State Department of History and Archives in Dee Moines. 


ed? Qatd toe org rut Mabeanodas eLirinmterg vi tetiaw at 
,evol .vinuod enyeW al notvaovhe To dnonge teres tad  B te 
to od Yau doidw stuove obulont of hetquad ta Ton andl | 
too{due eff Atiw Kotfoonnoo talyotivsq an event dud. toe it. 
eds of ,coxwoo to ,ebem ed fftw nesagestal boieote” / oe 
eds oF hate lent ors vert RS ag ramyalev af fehoon Boa ofmot 
satoodoe oft to Yio ran 


> 
( 
a | 


gag dud uit re emyaw To ovitaa a ton ai tediaw wel? ae 
fuodtie .seqon ef bate Yfevitoetdo sefige yhouta of betg ; 
LAiadtoe ‘ oatit to ofesha el Rea boner opal ents vote sles 


ed10o0et ot td iggy yr fu gard yn Be, reptile atta 
ae: eevivioth Bim. yiote ti to taeatsaqs awol ant | 
xvod old oh sbhtoger baa afroqer saitata Die 8 ohOM as 
jawed Trsa9 Yiawe? ecva oti te eotiro a faalnesaeres 
‘aod tegnquwedt Maool  sigeey yfeahio doiw phot 
to stnabred nitequa yd arroges ioatios pateldquad Lain 
cabrgad Cooios to sehen otaes ent To’ mdteows ~sloorog # 
yd tgltosuiian » tafetorits fouls vioperq dtiw ewes 
wo Yituvo) sya to ausivio sasauuyag tf Loweoath ee 
othe, bh Td. YEO chaunestt LW hLowell ee. i » ( boaee 
yoomoo af Soteguetat elqoeq moet s2erfel isnoated * 
treaytaqatl edly io @oxbtio eds af bebtoven: atad fina ‘yerotel 
oye eriow weal of sincvinintniresn aie spore spite 


woes 


Py, qt a 


¥tOYV at? to gna TL. wet haste ot. oieue. BLO. ah ettioe ot? - Ly 3 
sgenotq to oiusan ytav ed? 'gpty.t £ f{idta gis ateliteos saghT 
x01 enkd sowm Bo grieg ecis Timren for HL6 66 
ayawtan ton augea abszooet To saufeyv ot Bim otmeve gat f1o 
26? as gove atedesalh ,sotegiivel baie tiaer need avert 4 
“Ytam Hesiesd  gutrots bas gitgyset tot waleifion? to He et a 
rot iuvw ay agact haart eaarlt to ettax at  teok ef of, oa 
ranqoleved oft “Lo stutotg a statues se ov hp. ad betquetts | 
ve sefdifiost efy dtiw tewoq etd aistiw yal en nottgewds ‘to. 
afoonos Lakuvt edt To Latevea betlety sag ol. teeoqals s 
wold to feteves na eoue teaael te avloonas wet ont) is aia 
tedte hoa ,alalolTio Lootos ,atetoant [fA .tenetie: 
heileeh sew tant exybelwosu patvedt ba heb bis 3 otk eer odw fae 
-aoneSacwa atioo “9d vce Vilenoerteg bowatvretal esow tedicw 


ua tivo etefqnoo ets abiooet a tnehnetaiveque ytauod wah 
etelatoo etm afroget fauriim ait siidw .sseey ytnow? aa Aap 
Yluwo0 to attoqet of gomereter yrk .0BBL ae doad ant — 
Sovissetg sbhioset mort oa stab atts of gobtq atnsbhies nM 
20MLOM Sad me Bev talonA bia bia to hagas lure Non ot nda 


Chapter I 
WAYNE COUNTY: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


Wayne is the fifth county west of the Mississippi River 
in the southern tier of counties. It is made up of twelve 
full and four fractional congressional townships. The state 
line cuts off two tiers of sections and a little more from 
the southern most four townships. The area of the county is 
approximately 525 square miles or about 336,000 acres. 


The land is well drained, and although the South Chariton 
is a stream of appreciable size, the county is not crossed 


by or bounded by any large rivers. The general surface ls 


roiling and in some parts may even be called hilly, although 
there are level stretches near Humeston, Cambria, Allerton, 
and Seymour. Much of the land has been seriously damaged by 
erosion, due in part to continuous cropping and in part to. 
the steepness of the hillsides and the rather impervious 
nature of the subsoil which doss not readily permit rainfall 
to sink down into it. The initiation of an extended program 
of soil conservation, including contouring and returning to 
permanent grassland, has done much toward maintaining and 
improving the value of the farms. 


Although much of the land was prairie, there was enough 
woodland to provide the early settlers with fuel and building 
material. Today most of the woodlands are found in the valleys 
along streams and rivers. For many years coal mining was 
quite an important industry in the eastern part of the county. 


Mra. Ruth Wilson in an article in the Corydon Times 
Republican states that the firet coal mine was owned and 
Operated by L, F. Thatcher in 1883. The largest mine was 
"The Big Jim", At one time 550 mon were employed there with 
an output of 500 tons daily. 


The county contains no cities. The largest town is the 
county seat, Corydon, which has less than 2,000 population. 
For a short time it was surpassed by Seymour, but since the 
cloging of many of the mines there, the population dwindled. 


i: the tables on the following page will give some of the 
population trends of the towns and of the total population in 
the county, 7 : 


lPprom a description of Wayne County in A History of Wayne 
and Appanoose County. 


"Ruth Wilson, "Firsts from 01d Seymour", Corydon Times 
Republican, September 25, 1939. | 


RAL Benalla pee 0 


SHOWING POPULATIONS OF INCORPORATED 
3 AT GIVEN PERTODS 
Zowns 1990 
Allerton 
Olio 
Corydon 

Hume ston 
Linevilie 
Millerton 
Promise City 
Seymours 


A 
iowa Census Reports, Fred L. Luce 


. 


arn Wate eee et tr erred y 


OA Re rene 


1885 1890 
lack Sind bes, 
92 
620 962 
664 ‘720 
566 606 
710 1056 


Table No. 1 


Table No. 


1.910 
ahs 
1 

1669 

1005 
600 


27} 
2290 


Ce 


i920 1930 
954 784 
299s «229 

1667 1768 

L214 = gah 
TOR See 
159 162 
26 226 

1746 1571 


POPULATION OF WAYNE. COUNTY 21850-1950" 


es 
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Pawnee 


e Be cony has no parochial schools and has no colleges 
or institlitions df higher Lairnane beyond the high sohools, 

At one titie two academies weré in operation, but they closed 
their doors a generation ago. Agriculture is one of the most 
amportant sources of income, but even in Sears years Wayne 
County is not high in income from agriculture in comparigon 

to other parts of the state. | mena 3 


The census, figures show a steady increase An eye etic a 
until 1880, are there id a decline followed by a é6light | 
increase until the crest is reached in 1900; since this time 
the population has declined. | 


Census figures for 1940 reveal that there are also fewér 
farms tian in the year 1930 when there were 1938. The 1940 © 
-peport shows only 1744 or a decrease of 194 farme in ten yeas. 


| Barly History 
' Wayne County was named tn honor of the famous general, 

+ Anthony Wayne. This region was not legally opened to white 

' settlers a Eric va the treaty of 1642 with the Sauk and the 
re Yox Indians. Four years after this treaty the boundaries of 
the county were defined and the original survey of the north 
three tiers of townships was made shortly thoreafter, but it was 
not organized until the year 1841, being attached to Appanooge 
Gounty for revenue and judicial purpases. in May of 1841 the 
present site of Corydon was selected as county seat. The . 
3 county was first divided into four townships, later into four- 
| teen and finally, in 1858 into sixteen. A county judge was in 
charge until 1861, in which year the board of, supervisors was 
organized with oné member from each township. In,the year 
1871 the present system of three supervisors was inaugurated. 


| The firet settlement in the county is believed to have 
been in what was later Grand River Township in April. of 190. 
This section at that time was thought to be a part of Missouri, 
and H. B. Duncan who settled there in 1841 served later for 
Putnam County, Missouri, es county commissioner, probate judge, 
and state representative. 


4 lime Corydon Times Republican, June 27, 1940, Gorydon, Ta. 
2towa Historical Record, Vol. 4, pp. 37, 1888, State Soolety: 


| IGallagher, Ruth, The First Hundred Years-~-Ibwa Jotrnal 
of History and Politics, Number 3, October, 1933. p. 531. 


Ht ‘ 
q Go. Auditor's financial report, Seymour Herald, Dec. 10,1931. 
q 5 7 

6 


Ibid. 
Tbid. 


TEU SEabee eS i Wena: bint feninc temaaee 
“el Bu We © 4 \ : 


es 10) Ariat ‘at ‘ai ~ oot 


save 
mene 


Be Sara we 


esttebicad peti de 8p oxont Sa 8 ieids ‘hes bY simaee an? 
“ie 2 YG Bewdl fot onttoad ¢ ef. erent O8Rs £ 

amit uti eomts mr ut SDadepest af tesio as gh oes oF 

| _rbeatioeb cect molt Lion ae 


timeo? ola Oris anes} tacts [gov s% DEEL 20% Piss tT evane 
; Hel wf SCL etew axed? corlw OF Of is6y act me. noid 
+ eteoy aet nt ona HEL to eansy on a so #51 vine aworls | 


yaots LH ylergt 


Levortegavons't edt Yo monod of Hemet eow vd god aa 
oridw Of baseqgo yliagal ton saw notgert sidT *.enyo® Smet 
ett Sra aeet oft dtiw BRBLI “to Yipes ed? tettea. Lf, bo cats etel? 

Lg edixeiriot ond yoeed pis ita eine xW0T actatbat & 
stron ef% Yo tevrve Latetatro acid bea benited exvew Lessa 
nen SI tu med ta evarit NAtions cham san eqidenwey toe ateth: 
CROCTUACGA OF balostig aabed .C#ar teOY ony Ittny Sesiname # 
sir LPOL Fo Yel of nee Sopric Lx Lost bos anevet tot | 
ont  ,g8ob YToued Bm betoeLos rent comgic) te etla tn 
Ha Sith gedal ,agidemeote aot oft Pabivib tetkt sae 
Gi eew eabul, yiovuoo A  .aeesxia ott SSL at .viftant? 
ay sroblviewue ,0 Sapod oft tsey cotnw mt. £588 Lit mg 
,.  Saesy ont. al ~<Glianwot lone most sedaram ori) fiviw best 
C beterygeuani paw ewmesivtegua eexdy ‘to ateteya SnoHerg at 


avec oF Seveifed et ynweo eld at troueldtea teckt «4 
RL to Digcs at qidenvo? tevifi baaad «etel caw tariv 4 
trunk {4 to tca2q 8 et of Vinvont saw omit vady te notios 
“ot tefal bevrea ISL mz oredt Beltten. odw neon .f 
,Ophs,, stadoty ,terolLes tumoo Ci nutoOs ae Awsoas lM .ytavod | 
| -ovitatnes siget oan 


81> .obyte LOvVeL TS east 


Utelooe eied 8820 VE .gg fF . 


Lacndot awbl~-etaeY borhaul to Per od? rfthuil etl 
£2 ad tt ooo DOkts Lot bag yx¢ 


LECL OF ,0ed blero oH uionyes toger Latonentt 8 roFt bua ea . 


of a of fducrex 


A 
y 


a 1 gi d f ‘ — as » yf 4 + Z ; 
4 P ‘ ’ a 9 4 ; / ae 3 
be , bpm tors é EAT his ‘ ae oy vi ei. . ; \/ AS 4 5 fle me ee 
ey ed ¥ ais ‘fen gt’ Ue 
i ihe ae ap a ban tees aC a ld 
¥ i : To OAL 4 ban) AN (ia e r i iy i 
4 : “J . f 7 


7 


There may have been some scattered settlements in 
Wayne County in the forties but the first records available 
as to settlement are in the filing entries made in 189, 
These first entries were made in the northern part of the 
county but later spread to adjoining townships and increased 
rather rapidly until most of the land was taken up by 1855. 
The first census taken in 1650 showed a population of 340. 
So fast were the gains that in, two years 1t more than doubled, 
and by 1854 had grown to 1663. 


Waynes County is one of the counties crossed by the Mormon 
people in their trek to the West. Dr. Jacob Vander Zee, who 
describes their pilgrimage, traces the Mormon trails and shows 
the "Pioneer" or "Camp of Isreal Trail" as entering the county 
din Walnut Township and going in a northwesterly direction 
toward Decatur gounty, where the Mormons established Garden Grove 
in April, 158. This town remained in the hands of the Mormons 
until the spring of 1652. In 1646 the Mormons mads a camp | 
for some time at Locust Creek in what is now Walnut Township, 
but made no very permanent settlement. According to Vander Zee's 
map, later Mormon trails crossed the northernmost tier of townshiva.? 


There seems to be no group of people who came to establish 
a colony in Wayne County, as the Dutch did around Pella or 
Orangs City. Most of the newcomers seem to have been those individ- 
uals who went farther out from settlements already established. 


Perhaps no better description of local pioneer conditions 
can be found than that of an elderly school teacher who lived 
in Seymour, whose father was one of the early teachers in 
Wayne County. He writes in 1940: 


"My father, J. H. Brooks, came to Iowa in 1856 and 
purchased the farm on which J. R. Donald now lives, bring- 
ing the family the following spring, requiring three months 
to drive from southern Ohio to Wayne County. 


The county at that time was a sea of prairie grass on 
the upland and heavy timber and brush alagng the streams 
with now and then a settler's cabin. The nearest. point of 
supplies at that time was Keokuk, requiring five to six 
days to get a load for neighborhood use or for the inland 
merchant. Centerville, Corydon, and Lineville were the 
Iain towns of this section. Beclair, Genoa, Freedom, and 
Peoria were smaller places of suvplies. Genoa was our main 

local trading point which was a flourishing little village 
until the Rock Island came; then the town moved to Seymour. 


hemes 


Go, Auditor's financial report, Seymour Herald, Dec. 10,1931. 


“Vander Zee, Jacob, "The Mormon Trails in Iowa", The Towa 
gournal of History and Politics, Vol. 12, 1914, State Hist. Society. 
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My father taught school in the winter and farmed in 
the summer. At his death he was the oldest active teacher 
both in years and experience in schools in the state, 
having taught continuously for fifty-eight years. 


~ was born in 1863 in a log cabin on the above men- 
tioned farm. Our log house was about 16 feet square with 
stove, bed, trundle bed, table, chairs, and loom with a 
family of six and part of the time a hired man. There 
were a couple of bedé in the attic for the children and 
hired man, reached by a ladder in one corner. My mother 
wove all the material for our clothing from the sheep 
raised on the farm. Under mother's loom was my playground 
when in the house, as there was more room there than 
any other place in the house. The whir of the old epinning 
wheel and the whack of the loom was my progran from 
Station H OM E, for mother worked a great deal after 
supper until late at night. 


She washed and picked the wool until clean then 
carded it into rolls about the size of your finger, then 
spun it into yarn, then wove 1t into cloth or bed clothing, 
and we have yet some of these blankets and coverlets made 
more than sixty years ago. 


After the Burlington Railroad reached Ottumwa, then 
stock could be shipped from there; but all stock had to 
walk to Ottumwa, and hogs that were too fat to walk were 
ungalable. It was not an uncommon thing in those days to 
see Aaron Evans, John Fox, or Dave Pollock, or William 
Pollock come to our place in the evening with 200 or 4300 
head of hogs and then turn them into our barn lot for thos 
night. A wagon always followed the herd to pick up the 
hoge that got sore feet or gave out. Later the railroad 
pushed farther west and then shipping could ba done from 
Melrose. 


My father used horses to farm with, but most of the 
settlers had oxen to work with, and they were mighty good 
motive: power to break up the tough prairis sod with. Tho — 
first crop of sod corn had had to be chopped in the sod 
with an ax. After the first year the sod had become rotted, 
and then the ground could be marked out both ways and the 
corm Gropped in the crossed squares by hand and covered 
with a hoe. 


The first light that we had was the tallow dip, made 
by taking a shallow vessel, perhaps a saucer, placing some 
grease in it and letting one end hang over the edge, and 
after lighting this end it would burn until it had drawn 
all the grease out of the vessel. Now if any of you thin 
that made a good light at night, try 1t and see. : 


Our lantern was made of tin punched full of holes 
exactly like the large graters that you see in notion 
stores with a candle on the ingide, the light coming out 
through the small holes. 


| My mother made all of the candles that we used from 
tallow, first by dipping and later we were able to get 
moulds, making from Bix to twelve at one time. Kerosene 
later put the candles out of business. : 


Prairie fireg in the spring of the year were quite 
a menace to the settlers, and it wag just too bad if 
anyone failed to burn 4 strip on the outside of the rail 
fence around the farm before the fires cams. 


As for neighbors in those days, they were not mere 
acquaintances, but real neighbors and tf one was in want 
all they had to do was to let 1t be known and supplics 
would be coming along. While there were lots of hardships, 
yet each family did their part in developing the new West.'1 


In the letter of Mr. Brooks Just quoted he speaks of the 
town of Genoa which, with the coming of the railroad, lost 
its identity. This was a trend which was characteristic of 
that time. There are several of these so called "ghost towns" 
in Wayne County, once thriving hamlets, now only memories, 
Prominent among they are the names Warsaw, Peoria, Big Springs, 
Hodges, and Kniffin. 


inne Seymour Herald, Thursday, December 10, 19351. 


erhe Annals of Iowa, Column 18, Third Series. Historical 
Department of Iowa Publisher (mention is made of no less 
than twenty-eight such towne in Wayne County) 
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Chapter II 


A GENERAL VIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION 
IN WAYNE COUNTY, IOWA 


Finest Schools and Eerly Teachers 


In thinking of the history of schools one at once 
wants to inquire where the first school was held and who 
the first teachers were. One of the firet teachers in 
Wayne County was John Rockhold who taught in the first. 
school house in the county, located approximately one and 
one-fourth miles east,of the present site of eal eoe i 
and built about 1643, 


One of the early teachers who had.quite a record for 
service was John Henry Brooks who, according to his gon, 
was given the third teaching certificate to be tesued in 
this county. Mr. Brooks thinks his father made an enviable 
record and gave the writer the following excerpt from an 
article on his father taken from the Seymour Herald: 


VETERAN SCHOOL TEACHER 


"Henry Brooks, of Seymour, Wayne County, 
visited the office of the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Monday. His record 1s probably 
without a parallel in educational annals. He has 
been engaged in school teaching all his life, and 
though past eighty years old taught all through the 
past season. Mies Johnson, the stenographer in the 
superintendent's office, states that four generations 
of her family, inoluding a neice, sister, mother, and 
grandmother have successively bsen pupils of 
Professor Brooks. This may not beat the world’s 
beat 1 but Superintendent Barret knows of none that can 

eat it." 


Barly Schoolhougses 


Some of the early schools undoubtedly were held in 
homes, as for some years reports show more schools and 
teachers than school buildings; and a school with two 
teachers was rare. The early schoolhouses were located 
according to where the people were and not according to any 
definite system as is usually the case now in rural districts. © 


1oames 8. Whittaker (teacher in Corydon Schools in 
1858) in the Corydon Times Republican, Sept. 28, 1939. 


J. L. Brooks, Seymour, Towa. Personal interview, 
March, 190. 7 
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The first schoolhouses were crude to say the least. 
Usually the benches were made of split ldgs with pegs driven 
in them for legs. Windows were few if any, and of course 
there were no electric lights to be used on dark days. Some- 
times the windows consisted of spaces in the wall covered by 
oiled paper. The blackboard, if any, was a wooden affair 
painted black. Some schools were heated, if they ever: were 
vreally watn,by fireplaces, and some used the 014 box wood 
stoves which were huge affairs into which great pieces of 
wood could be thrown; this of course saved cutting it into 
small pieces and also made the stoves hold heat for a longer time,+ 


GC. A. Niday, former teacher and County Superintendent 
of Schools from 1490 to 1895, stated that the old school- 
houses as a rule were built qyite in keeping with the 
dwelling houses at that time. 


Not relying entirely vpon the memory of those still 
living, let us examine the record of Enos Rushton, tunty 
Superintendent of Schools in 1870-1871. He writes in part 
as follows: 


"In relation to the schoolhouses~-.~-I am glad to 
say that our county is moving up. Quite a number of 
good schoolhouses have been built during the present 
year, and more are being built at thia time. The 
leading feature of these houses is that they are 
constructed with some reference to the comfort and 
convenience of the teacher and pupil. " 


The early schools, of coursé, provided only the minimun 
essentials and sometimes did not do even that. Out~-buildings 
seem to have received little consideration by some districts. 
As late as 18469, ten per cent of the rural schools did not 
have suitable and separate out-buildings for each ex. 


It i6 quite probable that most, if not all of the first 
achoolhouses were built of logs, for timber was quite plenti- 
ful. Later, with the coming of the mills, frame buildings 
were constructed. Mre. W. F. Berkey writing in the Corydon 
fines Republican, tells of a building constructed in this way. 
Lt was the first schoolhouse in Richman Township built in 
the spring of 1856 and known'as the "01d Red Schoolhouse". 


Ling, D. W. Carlisle, Lineville, Iowa, Personal interview, 
May, 1940, : 


met A. Niday, Seymour, Iowa. Personal interview, May, 1940. 


? Biennial report of the County Superintendent, 1870-1871. 


45, W. Hook, Co. Supt. 's annual reports, 1889 and 1890, 
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She speaks of ite construction as follows: 


"The schoolhouse was made of native lumber, 
sawed at a mill west of Garden Grove; and as there 
Was no native pine this side of Burlington, the ceiling 
wae made of green cottonwood. boards which in time pro- 
vided good ventilation. ® 


The first records of school buildings in Wayne County 
are found in An Abstract of the Report of School Fund 


Commissioners. In 1856-1857 the total number of buildings 
reported is thirteen, and they are described as one of 

brick, five of frame, and seven of logs. In 1862-1863 the 
report of the County Superintendent gives the number of © 

log structures as fourteen, brick one, and frame twenty-four. 
This would lead one to conclude that most of the schoolhousea 
constructed after 1660 were framé buildings. 


Table No. 43 


TABLE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL BULLDINGS 
(BOTH RURAL AND TOWN) AND THEIR VALUATIONS 


Value Build- 


Year No, Buildings ings & Grounds Value Apparatus 
Ve oe 13 ¢ meen aE ee 
186 2-1.863 39 10, 359 10 
1870-1871 76 29,585 lige 
1680-1881 111 60, 203 1, 896 
1889-1890 122 75, 220 3, iho 
1899-1900 125 86, 655 3, 314 
1909-1910 126 182) 326 5? hog 
1919--19 20 ney 1,601, 685 33, 885 
1929-1930 114 | 606, 725 -o-~ 
19438-1939 Tie 604, 450 
1939-19 Q 112 587,150 
1940-1941 112 642, 550 
1941-192 113 ' 652,000 
eee ti 113 667. 7002.: 
eo inem 113 543,100 
194. io 110 683, 500 
1945-194 TLO ss 754,950 
LO46-1.947 erent fe R. 7&4, 950 
‘1947-1948 106 HO2, 303 
1948-1949 LOOP, y 829,253 
1949-1950 L112 1, 206, 503 
1950-1951 110 1, 267,592 
195 ie 952 94 | eens bof 
1952-195 &5 i, 167, Ae 
1953-195), 78 1, 228, too 
1958-1955 58 1, 394, 095 
1955-1956 52 1, 33e, 83e 

1 


Mrs. W.E. Berkey, Corydon Times Republican, Sept.26, 1939. 


© annual reports of the County Superintendents. 
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ie | Value of Buildings 
It 1a hardly necessary to observe that there is a positive 
correlation between the number of children of school age and 
| the’ number of buildings in the county; as the number of children 
oe increased, buildings inoreased and vice versa. Of course 
this correlation will be affected where districts have consoli- 
dated, and one building takes the place wf several. 


The value of buildings and grounds reached ite Tirst 
peak in 1910 to 1920 when the valuation was over $1,000, 000 
greater than that reported in 1910. 


Thig trend was reversed, however, in 1940 when the valuation 
of buildings and grounds again started to climb, 


Length of School Perme 
‘The school term varied in Length according to the district 

and the work to be done on the farins by the older boys. 
There were usually two terms and sometimes thres. In the 
rural areas there was always a winter term which began after 
the corn was gathered; this was usually about the first of 

a December and was the time when the older boys attended. 

ia a When field work began in the spring, the boys stayed at home 

a and helped with planting the crops, and usually this marked 

44 the beginning of the spring term. Sometimes there was a 
fall term also.* H#vidently lawa paesed by the Iowa Caneral 
Assembly did much to lengthen the school year, for several 

as rural schools had less than nine months of school until a 

| law of the state in 1939 made it compulsyry_to have at 

Pe least thirty-six weeks of school each year. 


"he average length of the school year in 1670 was six 
months, in 1880 seven and one-tenth months, and in 1390 an 
ever. seven monthe. It ssems to have been quite a common 
practice to have the local school boards regulate the Length 
of the term according to the conditions that existed. Such 

: was the situation in the rural districts as late as 190/, 
e. when the County Superintendent wrote as follows: 


tWe think some of our schools will not open on 
aacount of the shortage of teachers. Some districts have 
decided to shorten the term to six months in order to 
secure capable teachers. Others make their levy and i! 
eet as many months of school as possible for the money. "? 


7 ~ aGeraid Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 

‘Frank Selby, Corydon, Ta., personal Interview, Jan., 1940. 
James Bracewell, Allerton,Ia., personal Interview, May, 1940. 

PSesaion Laws. 4th General Aasembly. Chapter 102, Sec. 1. 

: mn 

¥, Annual report of the County Superintendent 


nM, Jané Reddick, Annual report of the County Supt., 1907. 
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_ The early schools were ungraded. The pupil merely had 
some idea of his standing by "what reader he was in, "4. 


A boy was usually started in to work where he left off 
the preceding term or perhaps, at the beginning of whatever 
book he had. It was about the year 14680 that the movement 
to grade the schools began; Corydon's schools were graded 
the year before thie date, and the high school was organized 
at the same time. As late asa 1891, the number of ungraded 
Schools was still 118, and there were at that time only 
twenty-seven rooms in graded schools. 


The equipment of the frontier school teacher usually 
consisted of a bell, a ruler, a pencil, perhaps a pen and 
some ink, and always a switch or some other instrument for 
administering corporal punishment. 


The School as a Community Center 
The school was usually the community center. In the 
Old Cambria School before the building was moved to town, 
there was a aréat deal of activity. Singing school was 
held at least once a week in the evenings. Then there were 
the spelling bees which were entered into with the greatest 
enthusiasm by young and old. Usually someone also taught 
penmanship an evening or two per week in the winter. 
Evidences of this teaching can still be seen in the 
flourishing style in which some of the public records were 
made. Then there were the basket socials and the school 
programs at Thanksgiving and at Christmas or Saint Valentine's 
Day. Usually there was a big picnic at the end of the school m 
year where the neignborhood got together to talk and eat and play. 


Karly Criteria of a Good Teacher 


The ability to handle discipline well was one of the 
important criteria in the selection of a teasher. Especially 
was this true in the rurel districts during the winter term 
when the older boys caine to school. Usuelly a man was 
desired for the position. Some ruled by sh¢er physical force 
and were often even cruel in their punishment. ‘he spring or 
gunner term was not so difficult to handle, because the 
Older boys would be working on the farm, 


lure. DW, Carlisle, Lineville. Personal interview, May, 190. 


a7 
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Annual report of the County Superintendents 
urs. D.W. Carlisle, Lineville. Personal interview, May, 1910, 


idee: Rush, Cambria, Iowa. Personal interview, May, 19440, 
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Sometimes men quit teaching in the spring in order to do 


manual work or engage in farming. This left the peaching 


to be dene by the women or sometimes young girls. 


The teacherg in the early schools had not only to 
naintain descipline but had to be sble to work all the 
problems in the arithmetic book. If a teacher could not 
do this, and it was found out, it was usually considered, 
Just cause for dismissal. One teacher told of by Mr. James 
Bracewell used to run into difficulties and then say he 
would work tlis Reet ene later, ‘The puplils found that he hed 
& book with solutions to all the problems, which he kept 
hidden in his desk. After looking up the troublesome 
problems jn this book, he was then able to work them. -A 
tale bearer told the school buard and the teacher was 
dismigeed in the middle of the term snd another hired in 
his place.¢ 


One retired teacher, An speaking of the character and 

cCadning of some of the men he knew in the past, praised 
nost oY the: There were some, however, who might be branded 
as Tekers end bluffers. He speaks of one inan as blurfing 
his way into sume of the better school systems, and 
yet his training wes about the equivalent of a second grade. 
pupil of the present day, and his inte litgence Was none boo 
high. He tells of this man's boasting that he was able te 
conduct threes classes at once, yet the truth was that ho 
would usually “hear” the history class while the arithmetic 
class put their problems on the blackboard. The boys at the 
Ovard fooled nie by putting on a few figures and then writing 
down the anawers which they slyly copied out of the back 


miaha ie book wien the teacher was not looking. Coming along 


later the teashor looked only at the snewers, Gave his 

Beet arid toid the boys to work the next proble mm. One 
girl in the history class, in which the text was to | COM 
mitted to memoiy, drongd out the ssmé paragraph for ta weeks 
Osfore being detected. 


This incident probably illustrates, too; that. advancenent 
ln teaching does not necessarily come to those who are mosii 
deserving. here were times when politice and lack of 
appreciation worked against the advancement of the schoolg, 
a8 well as times when the ppare of progress by the citizenry 


caused the schools to advance rapidiv. 


“dames Bracewell, Allerton. Personal interview, May, i190. 


AMual report of County Superintendent of Schools, 
Davida Bagcte: December 1, 1865. 


Tame ¢ Bracewell, Allerton. Personal interview, May, > 1940. 


dyahn Stamps. Personal interview, May, 194-0. 
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An example of the retardation of progress is recorded by 
R. B. Bracewell as follows: 


"Tliustrative of the lack of public appreciation for 
educational ability in school life, I take the liberty to 
Narrate a semi-political incident in the seventies. : 

Superintendents are now elected by the presidents of 
the local schools, but in those days nominations were made 
a political affair, and the incumbent was elected in the 
November election. Mrs. EK. A, King was a New England 
woman and far above the public as a scholar and an educator. 
She was a widow striving to support and educate a family, 
and her friends asked that she be given the Republican 
nomination for Superintendent of Schools. Her opponent in 
the convention did not have an eighth grade education, 

but he had been a soldier ih the Givil War. A local 

politician made a ringing speech telling about the 
"glorious war record," and the ex-soldier was nominated. 


Mrs. King would have raised the standard of the schools, 
but this did not count. In ability the man who took the 
office was an educational zero. 


Shortly after, doth political parties nominated a 
Civil War veteran, neither of whom could grade a teacher's 
examination papers. 


I have seen the teachers of the county when assembled 
at the schoolhouse at Corydon, laugh and ridicule the 
ignorance of e County Superintendent. 


Another County Superintendent of Schools was an 
ex-editor who had no experience as a teacher. He took a 
fee of $1.00 from each would-be teacher who wished a 
certificate. This was customary, and as this fee would 
go to the supgrintendent, all applicants passed the 
examination. " | 


It is obvious that conditions as described by Mr. Bracewell 
did much to retard the real progreas of the schools, for the 
incompetent were not kept out, nor the better teachers rewarded. 
Of course we must not assume that all the County Superintendents 
acted as the one described by Bracewell. 


—_ 


lohe system hag since been changed. County Superintendents 
are now elected and employed by a County Board 6f Education 
which is elected by the people. 


2] 
“R. B. Bracewell. Unpublished manuscript, 1935. 
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Enos Rushton in his report of 1870-1871 states: 


"During the year just past, I have issued but 
very few first-erade certificates, as this report 
will show. I pursued this course in order to 
stimulate teachers to improvement. JI have met 
with a great deal of opposition in pursuing this 
course; but it had the desired effect, and good 
energetic teachers, throughout the county, sanction 
my action." 


Training of Teachers 


To become certified to teach in the early school, one 
need not have had any stated amount of formal training 43 
an institution of learning. If one were able to successfully 
pass the tests given by the County Superintendent, that was 
ali that was required as far as training was concerned. Of» 
course there were the usual requisites of character which 
we have today. To provide training for the teachers, normal 
institutes were held vor many years. Not all the teachere 
attended, nor need they attend, Three successive,years of 
attendance made one a graduate of the institutes.* Theses 
institutes were held in Wayne County as early as 1573. 
W. ©. McColim in his report of that date writes of them as 
follows: 


"During August and September we had a term of 
normal school, being the second during my term of 
office and which was productive of much good. The 
attendance was about seventy, which I think was large 
considering the number of schools in our county. 
It was beneficial to the teachers; first, as a practical 
drill in the branches taught in the schools; sgcond, in 
the drill in theory and practice of teaching. " 


When CC, A. Niday became County Superintendent of Schools, 
‘rhe reduced the time of the Le tien se from four weeks to two 
in order to encourage attendance. vax . 

Later the institutes were held for only two days in the 
fall and were no more considered as special training courses 
designed to serve as a substitute for normal school instruction. 


The length of time these institutes were held each year 
is found in the annual reports of the County Superintendents. 
In August, 1883, institute was held for a period of three 
weeks; ten years later it lasted two weeks; in 1903 the length 
waa still two weeks; in 1913 it was held for six days, and by 
1922 the time was reduced to two days. 


tere ke 


ee 


Annual report of County Superintendent, 1870-1871. 


C2504 Niday, Seymour, Towa. Pergonal interview, May, 1940. 


WO 


W.C. McColm, Co. Supt., Report to State Dept., 1873. 


= 


Op. cit, 
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The academies at Seymour and esvecilally the one at 
Humeston helped in the training of teachers, but they were 
short lived. Although Allerton,as early as 1876, offered 
some training beyond the eighth grade which was a benefit to 
those who wanted to teach, normal training high schools were 
not established in Iowa until 1911. Allerton High School in 
1913 started the first normal training department in the 
eae Later departments were established at Corydon and 

eymour', 


tn 1917 Iowa State Teachers College at Cedar Falls 
started lts branch summer schools. Irving H. Hart, 
Director of Extension service, in a letter to the writer,’ 
makes the following statement concerning training offered by 
the branch summer schools: 


"The first branch summer school held in the 
vicinity of Wayne County was in 1920 at Centerville. 
From 1920 to 19430, ten branch summer schools were 

held in southern Iowa. ‘The locations of these brench 
schools and the number of students in attendance from 
Wayne County were as follows: 


1920 Centerville adit 
1921 Albia 15 
1922 Chariton 50 
192 Centerville 42 
1924 Osceola 28 
1925 Corydon 128 
1926 Bloomfield 15 
1927 Albia 13 
1928 Chariton 25 
19430 Genterville 17 


In general, it may be said that the number of 
students from Wayne County attending branch summer 
schools were equal to or in excesa of the number attend- 
ing from any other sounty in that sectiond the state 
except the county in which the branch school was held. 


The Bureau of Extension Service was charged with 
the responsibility for the organization and supervision 
of the branch summer schools throughout the period of 
their continuance. " 


lava Burnet, Principal of Allerton High School, 
information given to Charles N. Elmore, County Supsrintendent, 
June, 1940. Jessie Hinkle in Corydon Public School Report, 
1925-1935. ids 


“Trving H. Hart, Iowa State Teachers College. Personal 
letter, June, 1940, 
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Certification of Teachers 


. Table No. 4 gives the report of the County Superin- 
tendent in regard to the issuance of teachers certificates 
in Wayne County at ten year periods, beginning with 1683 
and continuing to 1923. The total number of certificates 
issued in 1883, 1893, 1903, 1919, and 1923 was 241, 264, 
e74, 169, and 119 respectively. ‘This shows the larger 
numbers of certificates to have been issued up to 1903 and 
then a decided dvop ten years later and still more of a drop 
at the end of the next decade. Although not much of a factor, 
the decrease is coincident with a reduction of the number 
of teachérs employed at this time. 


It will be noted that very few of the early teachers 
had state certificates. Those who had them weré usually the 
heads of the tow; schools. The annual reports of the County 
Superintendent List no state certificates until 1687, when 
ons appears. The number had grown to seven by 1895, and 
the same number 1g recorded in 1906, There were sixteen in 
1911, nineteen 1n 1915, and forty-eight in 1923. Because of 
a change in making annual reports and changes in the form 
of the certificaies themselves, this information is not 
recorded in recent yeara. 


Table No, 4 


SHOWING CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS BY THE COUNTY 
SUPERINTENDENT DURING DIFFERENT PERIODS 


1.883 1893 190% 1913 1923 

M F M r MM ~ FM F 
No. 1st grade granted 64 37 6 4 To 15 27 92 
No. 2nd grade granted 2% 65 50132 20110 2 69 -- -- 
No. 3rd grade granted 18 47 --~ «== 13108 1355 -- -- 
Total number granted 75 166 66178 $443 231 ens 27 92 
Total granted both 
male and female | 241 264 27. 169 119 
No. rejected 2.15 5 309 gE ret Ha Meola we Chance =) Tveree 
No. State Certificates 
held in county Oo Oo 2 0 BR a Th ee alt 
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Annual reports of the Gounty Superintendent. 
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Table No. 5 


THE NUMBER OF THE TEACHERS EMPLOYED IN WAYNE COUNTY 


Year 


1852-185 
1856.18 


1662-1863 


<a renames 
PS eT RN 
pe PE 5 


1870-1871 


1880~1831. 


1290-1891 
1899-1900 
1909-1910 
1919-1920 
1929-1930 
1938-1949 
19 


1954-1955 
1955-1956 


lannual reports of the County Superintendent 


1852-1956 


ae 


Vaasee Males Females total 
S524 1353 --< mee 8 
1856-1867 =~ aoe 1,738 
1662-1863 1379 1, 280 2, 659 
1870-1871 ee ips ss 
| 1880-1881 3, 258 3,088 6, 346 
PF  1889.-1890 2, 851 2, S01 5, 652 
1899-1900 e, 959 2,970 5,909 
1909-2910 2,576 2,610 5,186 
1919-1920 2,412 2,173 Lh. 586 
1929..1930 2,167 2,017 ecto 
1958-29 39 1, 45 1,762 3, 605 
eee see 4, O13 L, (25 3,556 
19 tl1gie 1,073 1, pot Avec 
Lt 3~ LON 1,577 1,456 3,033 
1945 -19hG 1, 558 1, 450 3,008 
LON7 1948 1, 600 1,437 3,037 
1949-1950 1,519 1,352 eee! 
1951-1952 1, 4o2 1, 259 2,661 
1953-1954 1, 368 1,251 2,619 
1955-1956 1, 296 1,194 2,490 


Table No, 
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PERSONS BETWEEN AGES OF FIVE AND TWENTY-ONE IN 


WAYNE COUNTY 1852-19561 


aa 


Salaries 


The writer was surpriseé te see in the annual report 
of the County Superintendent for 1907 that there was an 
acute shortage of teachers for the rural schools of the 
county. There may have been several contributing factors, 
but certainly one of the main reasons waa the low salaries. 
offered to the rural teachers at that time. This fact 18 

i} evident from an article in The Humeston New Bra of Wednesday, 
| March 27, 1907, which reads as follows: 

a | THACHERS! WAGES fag, 

"Dally the question of teachers! wages grows 

a. more pressing. Other lines of work have advanced 

wages and yet the country teachers are asked to 

ae continues at the o16 scale. This would not be so 

bad if young people could go from the high school to 

, the teacher's desk and draw the wages now offered; 

a but the examinations have become so rigid that a high 

a _ school graduate inust put in at least a year at the 

| ‘State Normal, or attend a term at some so called 

\% preparatory school to cram the pupil on questions which 
Will come up in examinations, and which are of but 
little practical value to the scholar. There are 

three alternatives: raise wages, ease up on examinations, 
ox close up about half of the country schools. 
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The girl who has a position with a good family | 
is better off than the country teacher in a financlal 
“Way, and is relieved from all worry and blame about 
the doings of a dozen unruly children. # 


A atudy of the salaries of teachers in the county, rural 
and city given together, shows that in 1900 the dalary range 
for men was from $12 to $90 and for women 820 to $48, Ten 
yéars later it was $33.61 to $125 for men and $33.61 to $55 
for women, After another ten years, in 19c0, the salary for 
men ranged from $75 to $166.25 and for women from $65 to 
P1O4.4L, Now if one takes an average of these Balaries, the 
wage scale does not appear so low, but it gives a somewhat 
distorted view of what most of the teachers were actually 
receiving, In the year 1910, the average salary for men 
and women was $63.72 and $40.90 vreapectively. Some of the 
higher paid teashers in the towns oring the average up, I? 
At were possible to quote the medium Balary, this would 
De more indicative of the wages received. It is probable 
that most of the rural teachers did not receive wages Par 
above the minimum figures quoted, and 1t is almost a certainty 
that the lowest wages auoted were paid to rural and not to - 
the town teachsrs.+ 


From the cuotation from thé report of M. Jane Reddick 
on the shortage of teachers, one Gan read between the lines 
the attitude of a large number of school boards in the county 
regarding the salary of the teachers; namely, that the 
services of teachers ave to be purchased, somewhat like a 
commodity, and for the lowest price possible. To substantiate 
this, the writer preeents a sentence from 2 secretary's record 
book. | 
. "Ou motion resolved to receive bids for teaching the 
three lower departments for the school till July i, i880." 


Some of -the early ealaries were undoubtedly supplemented 
by board and lodging in the homes of the patrons. Some of 
the sahooli administrators in later years received a certein 
Salary plus all or a part of the outside tuition. This was 
the condlilon under which John $. Stamps was employed as 
superintendent in Promise City from 1896 to 1899. He was 
paid $430 per year and all outside tuition. G. W. Sampson 
in Corydon was paid in a similar way, 3 


OI ns ee ot 


~ 


tonual revorta of the County Superintendent, 


2 3 
Minutes of the secretary of the school board of thé 


Corydon Public Schools, Meeting May 24, 1880. 


JJohn $s. Stamps. Personal interview, May, 1940, Seymour, 
iéwa. Records of the Board of Education, Corydon, Iowa, 


. 
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in the Corydon Schools in 1940 the superintendent received 
hore than three times as much salary as the lowest paid full 


time teachers. In the year 1884 9a similar condition existed. 
the records of the secretary of the school board read as follows: 


"Motion carried that we pay the principal $90 per month. 
Motion carried that we pay the arannar teacher $40 per mo. 


et Motion carried that we pay the intermediate teacher $35 
+ per month. . 
i ae ‘Motion carried that we pay the primary teacher 330 per mo, t 


4 The writer wishes to point out, not that the adminis~ 
a | trator was overpaid, but that the elementary teacher was not 
PE. paid snough, 


War and the Schools 


, & _ During the time the United States was engaged in the 
World War of 1914 to 1918, several young men left high school 
In the different towns to join the army. Campaigns to raise 
money were many. The gchools were, as might be expected, 
very patriotic. As indicative of what was going on in the 

; schoois at that psriod, an article from the Corydon Times 

# £Hepublican of Thursday, January 30, 1919, is submitted: 


A PATRIOTIC SCHOOL 


ae ‘In these days of the Great War we have been 
urged to show our patriotism by loaning our money 

to Uncle Sam to buy Thrift and War stamps. This 
me; they have been doing splendidly. We wish to commend 
oe all for their efforts but especially so Sub-District 

; No. 5, Grand River Township. This is a school of 19 
if pupils enrolied with an average daily attendance of 12. 
4 The teacher receives less than $60 a month. By her 
leadership and example the puvils bave purchased war 
stamps to the amount of $100 and have Invested $200 | 
in Liberty Loan bonds. Thus making a total investment 
of $300 for this rural: school. All honor to 
Madonna Jordan and her pupils. " | 


Libraries 


by The development of libraries in the county was a slow 
» process. In 1570-1471 the number of volumes in the libraries 


§ ~=6Ssof all the schools in the county was reported ag being only 
F two. Ten years later the number reported had increased to 
; seventy-one and by 1590 the number was 924..¢ 

. | 

x | a: . = . ee = $ hi 

rh Op. Git., May 23, 1884, 

a @ annual report of the County Superintendent of Schools. 
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The increase was more rapid after 1900 as will be shown 
by the accompanying table. ‘The form of reports changed during 
the years so that the number of books was not reported after 1930. 
Table Now) 7 
NUMBER OF BOOKS IN SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN WAYNE couNTY 
AT STATED PERIODS 


Total Number of Books in 


Year ___._-S¢nhool Libraries 
1870 ee 
1880 Fi 
1890 9 2h. 
4900 Lv euee 
1910 | 8, 865 
1920 13, 701 
1930 no reports 


in the year 1886, the following schools reported books 
in their libraries as follows: Allertion 175, Corydon a5, 
Humeston 105, Seymour 64, The amovnts spent by the various 
town schools show that these expenditures were not Larges. 
The total sum for the eight town schools and the two ¢onsolt- 
dated schools amounted to only $282.41. Hers are the sums 
listed in the annual report of the Cotmty Superintendent for 
1939 as paid for library books and their transportation. 


Seymour S58. 71 Promise City $16.91 
Allerton 48, 56 Lineville . 15,29 
Hume ston U6, 2M Sewal 18, 7h. 
Corydon 39. 5 Clio 10.60 
Gambrig Sie. Millerton oe 


There is a great need for the improvement of the public 
library facilities of the county. Only four of the towns 
have public libraries. These will be briefly deseribed at 


this point. : _ 


Corydon's public library is housed in «a beautiful little 
building which cost $12,000, about $2,000 of which was raised 
by public subscription, the rest being a gift of the Carnegio 
Library Fund. The new library was dedicated June 20, 1919.1 
It has a variety of reading material and is a great aid to 
sducation in Corydon. It might be even more valuable if 
enough tax were levied for it so that a larger number of new 
beoks could be purchased, and so that it could be kept open 
longer. 


\ ¢ iz 8, ® 


IGorydon Tines Republican, June 19, 1919. 
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The Humeston library was started about 1919 by the 

energetic work of the Women's Civic Club during the 
presidency of Mrs. Olara McKinley. The library is located 

‘f on the north side of the street in the midst of the business 
‘fp district of the town. It is open only during the afternoon 
‘— hours of week days. Although it is in need of more financial 
} support, little interest in its improvement seems to be 
} shown by the citizens at the present time.+ 


| Allerton has a library located above the town hall. 

|} Although the town gives very little support to the library, 
the money allowed for books is made to go a long way. 

As in Corydon and Humeston, librery hours are short. 


In 1490 members of the Shakespeare Club and of the 
Chautauqua Reading Circle in Seymour formed a library which 
operated successfully for a number of years. When the | 
f library_,wasa discontinued, the books were given to the public 
if school. In the spring of 1936 the Seymour Civics Club 
if decided to start a new library, and the project is now well 
if under way, as fhe library already has an appreciable number 
Me of ood books. + 


Practical Subjects 


1a 7 

| aes Vocational subjects such ae bookkeeping and typewriting 
were slow in finding their way into the schools of the county. 
The academies were among the first to give emphasis to the 

| @ practical. Mr. Bracewell points out that the early high 

ia school courses were not practical for » large number of. 
students when he writes as follows: 


"In giving a history of our schools, I have. to 
admit that in my day the larger part of our course 
of study was not practical. 


If the graduate planned fo enter business, his. 
Latin vocabulary and his Greek Paes did not 
Gnable him to eam a dollar. an 


It in subsequent life he became an attorney, a 
journalist, or qa medical practitioner, or a civil engineer, 
then his worl was of some pL ves provided he continued 
to be a student, 


“re. Clara McKinley,Humeston. Personal interview, May, 1940. 


2 
Some recent improvements have been made in the Allerton 
library that have made it much more serviceable than in previous 
years. 
2 She yaisun Herald, Thursday, December 10, 1931. 


i erie M. Buss and pitted Biser. Personal interviews, 
—  lowa City, Iowa, June, 19440, 
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While commenting on the imprdctical nature of our 
training, I would add that when we toiled through 
algebra, geometry, and trigonometry, we were only 
solving puzzles. We had no knowledge that these were 
the basis for engineering or architecture, ox that | 
mathematics is the basia of tho study of heat, light, 
electricity, and the whole theory of physical science. "1 


Bookkeeping is known to have been taught in Allerton as 
e€arly as 1659 as some of the commercial courses least expensive 
to teach were first put in the curriculum. The response to 
the démand for the more practical is seen in the annusl of 
the Humeston Public Schools for 1912-1913, an exerpt from’. 
which reads as follows: 


"However, we permit any student to graduate with 
but two years of Latin, and offer to him two years’ 
work in other studies of great value. ‘These studies 
are bookkeeping and commercial law, commeretal 
geography, and agriculture. | 


We have fitted up a room with suitable desks for 
the bookkeeping work, and shall have actual business 
practice, with a banker, school money, commercial 
papers of all kinds used in actual business, and the 
books kept_by accountants in retail and wholesale 
business. "2 


Under date of September 4, 1919, the Corydon Superintendent 
of Schools, Lee E. Easter, made the following statement in 


the Corydon Times Republican. 


"The Gorydon School this year offers a complete 
commercial course. Commercial law, commercial arithmetic, 
business English, and many other essential high school 
subjects. Those who have never attended high school 
and are interested in taking work in shorthand and 
typing and at the same time do the work of an office, 
should see the superintendent about the. possibility of 
part time work." | 


The next week in commenting on the schools, the 
superintendent made the following statement: 


"As it has been found necessary to offer more 
practical supjects, the commercial course has been 
introduced." 


R. B. Bracewell. Unpublished manuscript, 1935, Corydon, Ia. 


Mm 


Harold W. Dougherty, Allerton. Unpublished manuscript. 


WW 


Humeston Public Schools, Annual for 1912-1913, pp. 15. 


a 


The Corydon Times Republican, September i1, 1919. 
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Other schools followed. Allerton put in a commercial 


course in September, 1925. Today every high school in the 
county offers some commercial coursesb. ; 


Foreign Languara 


When the high sohool at Corydon was started in 1879, 
both German and Latin were taught. In Allerton and Lineville 
Latin was taught ae early as 1883. Corydon lists the teaching 
| of French, Latin, and German for the years 1693, 1894, and 
p 1895. In 1699, Latin was the only forsign language taught 
-. in the county, but Latin and German were taught again in 
both Corydon and Allerton in 1902. Thua it appears that ° 
German began to be offered rather intermittently during this 
period. The reasons for a curriculum rather heavy with 
foreign language requirements was first that tradition 
dictated it; second that the colleges and the universities 
‘@ were demanding such training as entrance requirements; and 
> the third, that the schools were poor in equipment for teaching 
f the sciences and teachers were hard to get, few being trained 
— then in these subjects. 


- As late as 1912 the authorities of Humeston Schools made 
a the following statement which seems to have been quite 

} vepresentative of the attitude in the county toward the 
teaching of Latin at that time: 


. "We strongly urge those who wish the best 

P. preparation possible to take full four years of 
Latin. Latin is of gréat value to all professional 
mén and is the basis upon which much we call tnglish 
is built. No one knows his own language well until 


he knows a foreign language." 


The Humeston School at this time still offered four 
years of Latin, Pes required only two yeare of it in order 
to be graduated. 


We It is interesting to note that because of the war, 
Corydon High School in common with several other sohoolg in 
the state, offered French in the 1916-1919 school year. > 


tannual reports of the County Superintendent. 
on. Bracéwell. Unpublished manuscript. Corydon, Ia., 1935. 


Hume ston Public Schools, Humestén, Towa. Annual for 
PILED 1 Se DD sd de 


"yaa, pp. li. 
DR, B. Bracewell. Unpublished manuscript. Gorydon, Ia., 1935. 


English and Speeoh 


In ths development of these subjects, came the problem 
of relating the rules of grammar to correct speech or to 
written composition, Por some time there seems to have 
been a failure on the part of some teachers to realize that 
being able to correctly diagram a sentence or identify the 
parts of spesoh represented in it, did not necessarily 
mean the same as being able to construct a good sentence, 
Grammar, with the diagraming of sentences and the recognition 
of the parts of speech, 18 still taught in most of the high 
schools. Now there is a serious attempt to relate thic 
teaching to the construction of sentences by the pupils 
themselves in the writing of themes, letters, and other 
compositions. But such seems not to have beén the case when 
Mr. Bracewell attended school from 1872 to 1884, or he would 

hot have made the following indictment of the teaching of 
grammar and English, 


"Tn those carly days the study of grammar was a 
farce. We committed to memory definitions which we 
did not comprehend. We were taught to diagram sentences 
on a blackboard. Possibly we were taught the parts of 
irregular verbs, 


But no teachsr prior to our entry into the high 
achool drilled us on a correst tse of English, or ° 
established in our minde the relation between grammar 
and correct speech. Few teachers in our grades or 
county schools knew the correot use of English. 


As I look back after fifty years, I now recognize 
that our education in English, grammar, and composition 
was analytical, but not constructive. Teachers did 
not attempt to correct the grammatical errors which 
children acquired at their homea or on the etreets. tt 


Declanatory work had a prominent place in the echools 
for nearly two decades beginning about 1910 or 1912, but at 
present it has almost entirely disappeared, having given 
way to oral English, speech, and dramatic production. 


The town achoola in the county now have facilities for 
play production. 


1p, B. Bracewell. Unpublished manuscript. Corydon, Ia., 1935. 


. 
- 


a9 


Soience 


The rudiments of solence were first taught without the 
ald of Laboratory equipment and the development of this 

sides of the curriculum was slow. Of interest is this little: 
description by Mr. Bracewell. 


"We had no soientifio laboratory prior to 1884, 
at which time the pupils by voluntary contribution 
purchased a small outfit, and when the entire grade 

- schools were called in to see a watoh pring consumed 
by oxygen, the situation was startling, ® 


Vocational Agriculture and Homemaking 


Tho schools of the county for many years have been 
teaching agriculture in the classroam, but thé teaching was 
largely informational rather than vocational. The teaching 
of agriculture is optional with the rural schools, and most 
of the high schools offer some course in 1t, but only three 
up to this date have taken advantage of the federal aid 
which has been available since the passage of the Smith-Hughes 
law in 1917. 


Corydon High School began the teaching of agriculture 
under the Smith-Hughes specifications in 1928. Sewal started 
about the same time, and Humeston and Seymour started a few 
years later. | 


All of the school plants built within the last twenty 
years have facilities for the teaching of home economics and 
some of the administrators have made a place for it in 
buildings not constructed with that kind of program in mind. 
Corydon, Humeston, Allgrton, and Seymour teach Smith-Hughes 
Vocational Homemaking. 


Reading 


The pupils in the early schools were tayght to read in 
unison; of course that placed the emphasis on oral response 
with special regard to expresaion given by the reader. Ags 
hewer methods wera taught to the teachers who continued their 
training, and as school superintendents became aware of the 
importance of the reading adaptation, greater emphasis was 
placed on the silent reading. gi 


During 1937-1938 the schools of Wayne County entered 
into a county-wide program for the improvement of reading. 
Tests were given in the fall of the year. Then the program 
for the improvement of the reading was begun with spetial 
emphasis on reading for information in tontent subjects 

such as geography, history, and hygiene. 


1R.B. Bracewell. Unpublished manuscript. Corydon, Ia., 1935. 
“Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 
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Reading specialists from Iowa State Teachers College gave 
dsmonstrations on classroom technique in remedial teaching. 
In the spring of 1936 the pupils were tested again to record 
the progress made. It was found in the fall that in generel 
both town and rural schools received median soores below the 
standard for the test and below the median for the state. 
In the spring the town schools showed improvement and surpassed - 
the standard, and in a few inétances, the state, but the 
record waa generally somewhat lower than the state. The 
rural schools, gensrally speaking, did not make as much 
improvement as the town schools. The tests used were the 
Towa Silent Reading Teste by H. A. Greene and V. H. Kelley. 


, In the spring of 1940, Dr. W. B. Townsent, reading 
specialist from Butler University, conducted a reading clinic 
for one day in the Corydon High School Auditorium for the 
teachers of the county, 


These tests and demonstrations have tended to bring to 
the attention of the teachsra in general the importance of 
reading ability in the schools. 


This program or one similar has been continued. Tests 
are run each year to determine the Seon This writer is 
happy to report that in this year (1956) the students in all 


the schools were measured in their reading ability and given 


special instruction where it was needed.t 
Music 


The teaching of music was somewhat slow to come into the 
schools as a part of the curriculum. There were the singing 
schools in the early beginnings, but they were not a part of 
the regular program, and were not as a rule taught by the 
teachers of the schools. Indeed, quite a number of them were 
sponsored by the church and held in the church buildings. 

The teaching of piano was, and of course still is, largely 
accomplished by means of private lessons in the homes. The 
girls, much more than the boys, received this training. : 
Mr. Bracewell points out that prior to 1890° the girls. received 
piano lessons, but that about this time the religious bar 

was taken from the "fiddle" and it became a violin. 


| Mr. Bracewell speaks further of the musical training 
offered in the schools while he attended from 1872 until 
graduated from high school. | | 


tdebaln Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 


ast B. Bracewell. Unpublished manuscript. Corydon,Ia., 1935. 
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! "Let me narrate two incidents showing how meager 
Was the musical education of the early days. Back in 
the old frame schoolhouse someone taught us a song 
not taken from the chureh music. It was a catchy tune, 
and we children in the grades sang it over and over, 
We did not know itis name or its composer. Later I 
heard it on a Victor record and heard the operatic 
star, Frieda Hempel, sing it. It was a claseic, 
"Variations" from an air by Mozart. 


ah In my sophomore yéar, I heard a band play a 
selection which so impressed me that I remembered it 
and lsarned to whistle the tune. Later f£ found it was 

an air from the opera, “The Bohemian Girl.” Four long 
- years I had spent in the study of Latin, but of the 
‘ world's finest mugte I had not been taught a line. "1 


- Mr. Bracewell makes 1% clear that the schools ware not 
without song, for they usually had opening exercises which 
included some singing. Often the songs were taken from 


CGhurch mugic. 


Every year since about 1929, the schools of the county 
have met for a musical festival in which both the town schools 
and the rural schools participate; the rural group presents 
a selection in which the participants are selected from the 
County as a whole. Each ’group presents its best selection, and 
each town is allowed about ten minutes. There is no competition, 
but nevertheless the pupils do tend to give as good a rendition 
of their number as possible, This misical festival has done 
much t6 promote better music in the county. 


The schoole also enter into the state contests, and in 
recent years several Wayne County students have received 
recognition, not only in Towa, but also in the regional 
mugic contest at Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


In later years the schools have continued their music 
programs. There are at the present five high school bands. 
All of the schools give some type of formal training in music. 


Manual Training 


One of the subjects which grew out of the demand for 
something practical was manual training. Then too, some 
educators in the county were beginning to realize that there 
were too few subdjects in which the child retarded in the 
content subjects might expréss himself by working with his 
hands, thus gaining a measure of confidence in his own ability, 
and perhaps, a desire to continue in school for a longer 
period of time. 


2 


a 

R. B. Bracewell. Unpublished manuscript. Corydon,Ia., 1935. 
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Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 
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7 Manual training in the schools had its inception in 

§  #£Wayne County since the year 1910. Allerton began teaching it 
about 1912 and Corydon started a courses in- 1974. Now all of 

the town schools offer the subject, and several of the rural 

schools have a semblance of such training. Lack of support 

has retarded the growth and the expansion of this subject 

to the place whore lt oan justly be called vocational training. 

Some improvement hau been made in recent years, but many of 

the schoole still do not have appropriate equipment to teach 

the subject well. 


Manuel training, as the course was originally known, has 
given way to a much broader couse since 1940. A course called 
industrial arte is now offered ia moat of the schools. It 
embraces a much wider field of atudy to include machine work, 
crafts, welding, and many other retivities. Most of the 
schools have greatly enlarged this department, and feel that 
it has a justifiable places in the curpiculum. + 


if Sooiel Sciences 


a. In the early schools in Wayne County the pupile were 
| «© taught to recite their history verbatim from the text booka. 
— To be able to recite two or throe pages of history in thig 
manner was considered a marvelous accomplishment. Geography 
was taught by singing phrases or sentences. 


Since 1940 great strides have been made in the teaching 
of social sciencs. They are lergely taught now as integrated 
subjects. The newer methods of presenting these subjeots 
have made them much more interesting ta the student and have 
given much more reason to the atudy of this important. field. 


Athlotios 


Every town in the county has some lind of gymnasiun, 
i and every town school participates in jiterschool athletic 
i contests, All of ths schools have basl3tball teams, but some 
3 of the emaller schools have abandoned jue tose in the last 
if decade. There aro at least two reasory for this: firet, 
if lack of materid. to make a good teat, and second, the cost of 
1G equipment. Girls! basketball as a competitive game betwoen 
f  schoole ia well developed, 
| & 


Tee ance ae Ne 
Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendeni, August, 1956. 


: | eR. B. Bracewell. Unpublished manuscript, Gorydon, Iowa, 
is 19355. John 8. Stamps, Seymour, Ia. . Personal interview, May, 1940. 


Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, \ugust, 1956. 
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a Most of the athletics and coaching systems had bumble 
beginnings. The first coaches were often graduates who had 
attended college and, still interested in the oid school, 
ai coached part tims, or even as a hobby. John Stamps, principal 
| of the Seymour High School in 1905-1906, claims to have 
oF started the first coaching of athletlo teams in that town.+ 
|  Gorydon hed an athletic coach of some kind as early as 1900 
tf for the boys, but none for the girls until about 1912. 
Corydon, one of the more progressive of the schools, had no 
regular physical training clasaes for boys and for girls 
until 1925.°. | 


Track in Wayne County has had rathor a varied history. 
it There seem to have been years when there was little interest 
it and not much done. One man brought international recognition 
‘| to Corydon High School, and thus to the county, by his 

ability in track. At the Olympic International Athletic 
ia games in Los Angeles, California, in 1932, George Saling Jr. 
if won the 110 meter high hurdles in 14:6 seconds. 


i Most of the schools have developed their athletic 
programs to includes a broader program of physical education. 


The competitive sports have also been increased. Five 
of the seven high schools have epoyeadt teams and all have 
boys! and girls! basketball teams.. 


Kindergarten 


Apparently no school in the county had a kindergarten 
until Corydon started one in the fall of 1916. Allerton 
followed, but it was not until twenty years later. ‘The 
movément has been kept down in most of the schools by lack 
of support, because of a general feeling on the part of 
many that the benefits derived did not justify the cost of 
the program. As thé public becomes educated to realize its 
value, more schools will doubtless offer kindergarten training. 


Eee eee —_ Si St a 
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q All of the town schools are now (1956) offering either 
@ kindergarten course or a pre-first grade.3 


1S ohn 5. Stamps, Seymour, Iowa. Personal interview, 
May, 1940. 
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“Kathryn Clayton, Corydon, Towa. Personal interview, 
June, 1940, 


Gerald Dunsnore, County Superintendent of Schools, 
August, 1956. 
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Summary 


Karly schoolhouses were made of logs, but most of the 
buildings erected alter 1860 were of frame construction. 
Because of inflationary prices, the value of buildings and 
grounds rose nearly a willion dollars from 1910 to 1920, 
but declined by sbout Vhe same amount in the following decade. 


School terms at fist were short, especially in rural — 
areas. Many districts did not provide nine montha of school 


until required to do so by law. 


Early schools wove ungraded, Corydon, as early as 1879, 
had one of the first graded gohools. 


Training of tesuhers in the early sohoole was facilitated 
by teachers' instituses, Later came Normal Training high 
schools and the extension summer echool of the Iowa State 
Teachers College. 


Salaries have been low and have not acted as a stimulu 
for the teachers “jo beconms better trained. 


The library facilities of: the schools and of ths towns 


have been poor ani are still in need of much improvement. 


Practical ae pa Ae glow to be introduced because 
of (1) tradition, (2) lnck of trained teachers, (3) lack 
of funds to purchase nevessary equipment. 


Vocational training, vocational guidance, visual education, 
and the kindergarsen movenent have made gmail beginnings, | 
but for the most pert are retarded because of a public which 
has not yet awakened to the need of them nor to their value. 


Atrletics on the whole have developed well and receive 
better support than many other things which are more essential. 
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RURAL AND CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS AND THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCY 


The Rural Schools 


In the school year of 1939-1940 there were eighty-one 
rural schools in Wayne Gounty, the number having fluctuated 
i between eighty and eighty-five for the previous ten years with 
4 «=©6.- N._ Estimated average of about ten pupile in each achool. 


' The following table will give the number of graduates 

| from the rural schools for the last thirty-two years exclusive 

; of the consolidated schools at Gambria and Sewal, and will: 
also show the total enrollment in the rurel schools for the 


| last twenty-eight years. re’ 
ei ‘Table No, 8 ISS'7L75 


EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES & TOTAL ENROLLMENT IN THE RURAL SCHOOLS 


P Year Graduates Total Rural Pupils 
F. ° 1925 ae 

192 64 
f 1927 101 
‘ eyes 7 76 | eer 
f. «1929 Gia 
| 1930 67 ! 1286 
mi 193% 77 1310 
B.. 1932 91 - 1261 
e193 LOO 1392 
S193 133 , 1266 
mB  195 132 1116 
EY 193 ce ‘1070 
1937 110 1LOK6 
e 1938 &6 968 
BR. . .1939 85 960 
me 19 100 1026 
1947 &6 102 
b 1942 65 98 
a. 19 &5 B5i- 
i ae, 1& 907 
" 194, 7k git 
B. 1947 18 oe, 
| 1948 55 796 
Be 1949 55 (00 
R . :1950 51 655 
1952 66 | 9 
pb «6.195e My 97 
By 2.953: 3 Heb. 
i 195 b5 4.20 
i 3955 ur 383 
E1956 36 
1. 
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The table on the preceding page shows a definite trend 
upward in the percentage being graduated from the rural schools. 
The total number of pupils, however, has definitely decreased. 


Salaries of the rurel teachers are very low. Seven of 
the townships, Wright, Richman, South Fork, Walnut, Jefferson, 
Clinton, and Monroe, pay their teachers fifty dollars per 
month on qa nine months basis, with no inoreased compensation 
for advanced training or experience. (1940) Some of the 
townships have worked out a salary schedule by which higher 
| wages are paid to those who are experienced. No increased 
compensation is given for added training. The highest salaries 
are paid to three mon teachers who each receive $67.50 per 
month on a nine months basis. Two of these men are married 
and have families. One mon has a Uniform County Certificate 
and has had two summers of college work. Tha other two hold 
Normal Training Certificates and have had no college training. + 


The eighty-one rural teachers who taught during the 
1939-1940 school year had educational training as follows: 


41. had Normal Traininy in high school only 

hed Normal Training in high school plus one summer term 

hed Normal Training in high school plus two summer terms 
had Normal Training in high school plus five summer terms 
had Normal Training in high school plus one year in college. 
had Normal Trainiag in high school plus two years in college. 
had. general high school course plus one summer term 

had general high school course plus two summer terms 

had general high school course plus two years in college | 
had general high school course plus four years of college 

5 training unknowa 


PWR are mA 


A study of the training of these rural teachers reveals 

i that over one~half of them have only a normal training course 
Hl in high school as preparation. If three summers are estimated 
as equivalent to one year of college, it may be stated that 
one teacher has completed four years of college, four have 
completed two years, and fourteen have completed one year. 
3 About twenty-three per cent, or less than one fourth, have 
a had one year of college or more. Although it is unfortunate 
i that so many children in the county should be under the 

instruction of teachers so poorly trained, yet the salaries 
hs paid are by no means sufficiently attractive toa induce 
| -~prospective teachers to go far beyond the local high schools. 


Bee 1 | 
Be Charlies N. Elmore, Co. Supt. Personal letter, July, 1940. 


“Darlene Holder, Deputy Supt. Personal letter, June, 1940. 
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The number and kind of certificates held by the 
eighty-one rural teachers of the county are as follows: + 


5&8 held Normal Training Certificates 
9 held First Grade Uniform County~—-regular 
1 held First Grade Uniform County----two years of college 
6 held Second Grade Uniform County 
2 held Third Grade Uniform County 
3 held Standard Elementary 
1 held Standard Secondary 
1 held Rural State : 


The foregoing paragraphs were written in 190 and reflect. 
the conditions of that time. This situation 16 vomewhat 
different now, (1956) There are now nineteen rural teachers in 
the county including four in Promise City, two in \iillerton, 
and one in Glio. In 1940 these schools were not in the rural 
system. Of these teachers all have or are Closely\ approaching 
the college degree. There is no question but wha: the general 
level of instruction in the rural schools is much improved 
over what 1t was in 190. 


Salaries ure somawhat improved, but are yet considerably 
lower than the others of the county. They aré such, however, 
as are making it possible for the teachers to continues their 
training and improve their quality of instruction. Many of 
the rural teachers move direstly into the town systeme as 
soon as they can meet ge somewhat higher educationxl standards 
required by the towns.. 


Most of the rural buildings in the county are ol4 and are 
in need of repairs and remodeling, or replacement with new 
structures. The newest and most modern rural schoolhouse is 
the Clay Center. Acs the name implies, it is located at the 
center of Clay Township, approximately six miles south cf © 
Humeston and a short distance east of U. 8S. Highway 65. 

A new building was erected in this district, because the old 
schoolhouse was destroyed by fire. The building is the only 
rural one~room schoolhouse having a well lighted basement 
with a furnace and with storage space for fuel. Although 
there are sufficient windows correotly placed to admit ligh’ 
for study under ordinary conditions, there are no electric 
lights to be used on dark days. Olay Center ia one of the 
twenty-two standard schools in the county. 


Darlene Holder, Deputy Supt. Personal letter, June, 19440. 
2 , 
Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 
ria. 
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Darlene Holder, Deputy Supt. Personal letter, June, 1940. 
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ha a As this report is being revised in 1956 we find a somewhat 
‘4 different situation regarding the achoolhouses. Some buildings 
have been built since the foregoing report and most have been 

| considerably improved. All have electrioity for lighting and 
| nost have automatic oil space heaters. The Clay Center School 
“f wentioned above is the only school still operating which has 

_ & full basement. Bénton Township, however, has had at least 
three such schools since 1940 but none are now operating, 
With one or two exceptions the rural schoola which are atill 
operating are rather well equipped. This no doubt is due 
to the fact that the teachers are better trained and are able: 
to help the directora in selecting equipment for their schools. + 


The rural schools have already received general treatment, 
and as they are so numerous, 1% would be impossible in a 
atudy of this kind to give a separate history of all of then. 
Perhaps 1t will suffice if a brief acoount be given of two 
of them which may be regarded as typical of the others, 


te Bethlehem School 


_ The first settler in Union Township was Henry McDaniel, 

F who located there in 1649, Other settlers followed, and a 

1 few years later a schoolhougé was built near the MoDaniel 
homestead. The deeks, made of native lumber, were crude and 
heavy, but that did not deter the pupils from carving their 
names or initials in them, nor did it deorease the enrollment, 
for it ranged between sixty and seventy-four for a number of, 
years. In spite of the fact that only the "three R'a" were 

ty taught, the control and instruction of euch a large group was 

it no small task for one teacher. Beme of those who were success~ 

, ful in this task in the sixties were Sim Steele, Dick Given, 
D. T.: Case, Mr, Colegrove, Mary Laing, and Mrs. Jolly, 


.The school was known as Sub-Distriot Number Six until 
March, 1873, when it was named Bethlehem, It was evidently 
given this name because of its proximity to the old village 
of Bethishem, founded in 1852 by Morgan Parr, a Christian 
. minister. The village at one time had several business 
establishments including a orien mii1, but no railroad was 
ever built through the town. 


As more people moved into the diatrict, the schoolhouse 
was found to be poorly losoated, for some children had to 
travel three or four miles in order to attend. Therefore it 
was decided to move the bullding nearer to the center of 
ie population. Several teama of oxen supplied the motive power, 
; and the building was set down on its present alte. As the 
ia schoolhouse began to be in need of extensive repairs in 1661, 
} the district voted bonds to the amount of six hundred dojlars, — 
i tore down the old building, and erected the present one. 


a ‘Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 
a “anna K. Smith in The Corydon Times Republican, Oot. 19, 1939. 


i. Janna K. Smith, Personal letter, July, 1940. 
a Teens Laces 
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| The Bethlehem School for a number of years was truly a 
community center. As was the custom in the early schools, 

and well up into the eighties and ninetles, spelling bees 
were’ held and people would come for miles to attend then. 

Some people walked, while otherscame on horseback, or in 
wagons and other vehicles drawn either hy oxen or horses, 
Usually these conveyances were loaded tc capacity, for a 
spelling match was considered excellent entertainment for 
both young and old. Mra. Smith describes the spelling matches 
as follows: | 


‘There were different ways of conducting the 
spelling match. Two captains were chosen, one for 
@ach gide of the house, each choosiry the spellers for 
his side until all were chosen. The teacher or someone 
else pronounced the words and the crslling continued on 
one side of the house, then on the other, while someone 
kept account of misspelled words, “he side with the 
fewer misspelled words was th¢ wimnel. 


Then there would be a recess and iost everyone, if 
the weather was favorable, and especital-y on moonlight 
nights, would go out sngaging in some spirt until the 

‘bell rang. The last thing on the progra’s was to "stand 
up and epqit down", the last one up being tre champion 
speller, " 


Ugually during the winter months a writing teacher would 
give a course in penmanship. The pupils had to wring, no 
only their own writing ngterdals, but acandies to put on thei+r 
desks for light as well. 


Since the construction of the prasent school building 
in 1881, very little seems to have been spent to leep 1% in 
good repair. It looks as if 1t has nover been painted, and 
appears to be 111 fitted for school purposes. (19!0) 


What the condition of the school building haa to do with 
the health of the pupils and that of “he teaches, 1s a question 
that might well be raiaed when Sahel Seeman Bethlehem School. 
The Corydon Times Republican of October 26, 1939, carried the 
following story: 
TERACHER RESIGNS AT RURAL SCHOOL 


“Miss Evelyn Davis, teacher of the Béthlehem School, 
resigned Monday, October 23. Gerald Ellis, who taught 
the Clay Center School for four years, will fi11 the 
vacancy. 


Tanna K. Smith. Personal letter, July, 1940. 
“Ibid. 


WO 


Miss Devis took a tuberculin test at Centerville 
and her reaction was positive indicating that she 
carried the germ. As soon as she learned this fact she 
‘resigned. Miss Davis taught four successive years in 
Bethlehem, and two years in Palestine. She is the | 
daughter of E. L. Davis of the Bethiehem neighborhood, 


‘There were twenty pupils in the Bethlehem Sohool 
and when they were given the test Wednesday, October 25, 
seven were found to be reactors." 


Although there had been as many as seventy-four pupils 
enrolled during the first year of the school’s existence, - 
the enrollment is characteristic of other schools as will be 


_polnted out later. . 


Fairview School or Wright Township 


When the first settlers came to Wright Townehip, they 
felt the need of sshoois, but Fairview was not one of the | 
first to be established, for Union Township had a school at 
Bethlehem at least twenty years before the establishment of 
this school. The first building in the Fairview district 
was constructed in 1575 by Mr. Easley. It was lovated 
approximately three miles east of the old Bethlehem community, 
or in the. southeast corner of sestion twenty-one of Wright 
Township. 3 | 


The school was not satisfactorily located, because the 
greater part of the district lay to the south, and the larger 
share of the pupils lived in that portion of the district, 
thus making it necessary for many children to travel too 
long a distance in order to attend. People complained of the 
inconvenience of the situation, but 1% remained for 
Mra. Wm. MoMurry or Aunt Jane as she was commonly called by 
those who knew her intimately, to take upon herself the task 
of trying to get the schoolhouse moved a mile to the south, 
or to its present site. Before the schoolboard, in her kind 
and persuasive voice, she pleaded the cause of the children 
in terms of economy of time, and even of economy of shoe | 
leath$r. So convincing was her argument that in the year 1685 
the school board decided to have the building moved to the 
present site where it served the district until 1904, when it 
was replaced by a new one. 


The people of the Fairview neighborhood love to coms 
together for programs and entertainments, and the schoolhouse 
has always been a place of activity and quite a community 
center. Spelling bees, socials, writing schoole, and business 
meetings were held here as well as programs for the observance 
of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and other holidays. . 


line information on Fairview School was given by Charles 
Elmore, County Superintendent, in a personal letter, July, 1940. 


ce 
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Fairview School, partly through the continued efforts of 


' Altha E. Green, the present teacher, has had the honor of 
. being one of the six standard schools in Wright Township. As 


noted before, there are but twenty-two such schools in the 


> entire county. 


Durving the early years, the enrollment of the school was 


above sixty, but there has been a steady decrease until at 


one time there were only five pupils enrolled. However, 
thers have been more pupils than that as the accompanying 


table will show. 


fable No. 9 
ENROLLMENT IN ‘CHE BETHLEHEM AND FAIRVIEW scHoois2 


year Bethlehem Faivview jear  Bethiehon Fairview 
1929 1.9 12 1943 1h 13 
1930 a ia Bs TOIL. 12 13 
1933 14 12 1945 ae 13 
1932 a Li L916 13 eG 
1937 14 15 194-7 16 3 
193) be LG 10 LONG 1. nt 
1935 15 11 1949 16 18 

1 Be 17 LO 1.950 LS Le 
1937 17 12 1952 17 16 
(1938 21. 13 1952 Lh No school 
1939 22 13 -1953 1 —< 
194.0 2 15 1954 = wee 
1941 2. 17 1955 4 <n 
1942 au 10 1956 12 i 


Although the total number of pupils enrolled in the rural 
schools has decréased, a study of the table will reveal that 
there has been no noticeable change in the enrollmeit trend 
in the Fairview School in recent years. The Bethletem School 
shows a higher average enroliment for the Last eix years then 
it does for the period from 1929 to 1934, inclusive. As the 
average number of pupils enrolled in each rural scheol. last 
year was approximately ie.7, these two schools were sbove 
the average of the county. No complete enroliment conta are 


available for years prior to 1929. 


The Fairview School was discontinued in LO Sd ne 
bulliding and land have since been sold. 


AT ETT epee es ee mre CG TN 


IData given by Charles N. Elmore. Personal letter, 
July, 1940. | 


) 
“Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 
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The Consolidated Schools 


ae In the period from 1918 to 1927 while Ava Amenell served 
| as County Superintendent, there were no less than twelve 
petitions made for consolidation in the counts». Although 

some of these never reached the dey of voting, because of 
_ their imprecticability, and others were defeated at the polls; 
‘} two successful consolidated sanools finally emerged. The 
district at Cambria located in the northern part of the county 
| hecsomewhat better rural schools and better roals than did 
4 the Sewai district, located iv the southern pari of the county, 1 


The writer will attempt to give a brief history and a’ 
description of these two schools. 


The Consolidated Schools at Cambria 


Cambria is a village of approximately 200 population 
located in Washington Township on the Chicago Burliton and 
Quincy Railroad. The town claima the honor of having the ~ 

Yiret post office in the county. It was located in a store 
one mile west of the present village and established in 

(1849, ‘This was ati the time of the Mormon migration, and one 
of the later Mormon trails passed near the place; hovever, 

_the "Pioneer" or the old "Camp of Israeh"” treil was farther 
to the south. | 


At the time of establishment of the post office, a 

_ Village was platted and the owner of the Land arpired to havy 
ll it become the county seat; but two or three years later the 
post office was moved to a new location a mile to the south. 
Séveral years later it was again moved to e place 1 mile and 
'- & quarter cast of the present site of Cambria. Here A. Nelson, 
f a farmer, Jaid out a village and recorded it as Cambria in 

fF 61685. A general store, a blacksmith shop, a carpenter shop, 
_ two dwellings, and a schoolhouse were built. ‘hg Methodists 
and the Baptists each erected a church bullding.- 


When the railroad was built from Humeston..to Corydon in 
1679, the present town of Cambria was platted by S. K. Rinard. 
» Benjamin Kililembarger built the first hotel and LeRoy McMahon 
p the first store. Later a bank, a drug atore, a grain elevator 
two hoteis, a lumber yard, end a livery barn were built. The 
; town Nelson had laid out was abandoned. The Bavtists and 
» the Methodists moved their church buiidings to the new location 
r end held services on alternate Sundays. The schoolhouse was 
» not moved; however, and the children of the town had to walk 
h amile and a quarter to school.* 


. tava Amenell, Personal letter, July 1, 19/0. 
a 2 ne <} 
Hi, Jacob Vander Zee. The Mormon Trails in Towa, and 


The Lowa Journal of History and Politics, Vol. XII. 


’George Rush, Cambria, Iowa. ° Personal interview, May, 19h. 
Biographical and Historical Record of Wayne sad Appanoose Counties. 
i t | 
ee. George Rush, Cambria, Iowa. Pergonnl interview, May, 1.90. 3 


; The question of whether to move the schoolhouse was 
-# voted upon sometime about 1687, and it was decided that 1% 
*@ °° should be moved to towa. The village of Cambria was never 
‘s incorporated, and the district did not vote to become 

f Andepsndent, so the school was conducted much the same as a 
‘|. vurel school with the exception that algebra was taught, and 
) At baime ¢ it hed two teachers because of the large number of 
pupils.- | : 


As the writer interviewed gome of the former membere 
of the board, they stated that the Cambiria district had 
consolidated bessuse the enrollment in ths district schools 
had decreased to the extent to where it appssred that done 
of them would have to closes, and that would mean paying © 
transportation for some of the pupils to other districts. 
Several of the buildings were in need of rather extensive 
repairs. fowa was promoting the idea of consolidated schools 
very gtrongly, and it appealed to many of the lenders in tha 
township, who therefore submitted @ petition to have the 
question voted on. This was granted, and the result was th.t 
the voters declared themselves in favor of consolidation of 
all of Washington Township and one section of Beuton. 


But the battle for consolidation wag not won with the 
first voting on the question, Some of tne propersy owners 
knew thet if would raise their taxes, and so they contestec 
the legality of the procedure. They took the dispute before 
the County Board of Edusation which held thrt the cletrict: 
had been legally created eccording to law. Not belng ready 
to Pive up yet the pleintiffs decided to take the case to tira 
district court. The Wevne County, Democral, makes méntion of 
the case and its outcome as follows: 


CONSOLIDATION STANDS 


i: | “The hearing of John Snook and others las\ week 

= of the Cambria Consolidated School District, wes 

a decided by Judges Fuller in favor of the District. 
Me. Snook's Counsel contended that the giatrict was 

: not legally created, We are informed that an appeal 

s fo the suprame sovurt will be taken. " : 


ee The vlaintiffs, efter some deliberation, decided they 
' had had enough trouble and did not appeal the case. They 
| hed based most of their claims on the contention that the 
notices of election had not been properly published, but 
Ava Amenell, County Superintendent of Schools, presented 
sufficient evidence to prove that this was not true.” | 


A om et 


| ~ 
= ; 
¢ Ig. W, Hart and George W. Rush, Cambria, Iowa. 
Personal interview, May, i940. ) 


e.  ."tpaa. 


i. Prne Wayne County Democrat, Corydon, Iowa, Sept. 2, 1920. 


i, ecets aW: dart, Cambria, Iowa. Personal interview, May, igho. 
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Mr. Hart, president of the school bosrd during the struggle, 


‘stated he had tried very hard to forget it for at least twenty 


years and was reluctant to talk about it. Ava Amenell, County 
Hupéerintendent at that time, in a letter to the writer made 

& similar statement, saying she felt eure those who fought 
Gonsolidation at first were later often supoorters of it, 


“and proud of their school.~ 


the first action of the school board after Pinding the 
vote in favor of consolidation, wags to have several of the 
rural schoolhouses moved to Canbria and placed in convenisnt 
proximity on s piece of ground not far from where ‘the building 
how stands. A shed built on to one of the buildings to sérve 
46 2 manual training Yoon Was temporarily built mostly for 
getting a certain amount of atate aid which it would have 
been Impossible to get without doing so. ‘hase schoolhouses 
moved in from the country served to ‘house tae sehool until 
the new building was ready to be occupied, © 


obioha arena or the pupils WAS A, problem that early 
faced the school board, because of the almost impassable 
condition of the county roads at certain aecasons of the 
yoar, Puring the firet few years horse drawn busses were 
ussca to transport the pupils. At the present time, becauss 
of goue improvement in roads, motor buss9s are in uss, There 
are twelve bus routes with a total length of 68.5 miles. 
fransportation was provided for 155 pupils during the sehool 


yeur snding in 1939. The total ESOP bili for the 


ie) 
é 
Sane Year was Br, OOO. 50 or about 19% cents per day per pupil. 7 


Tn 1955-56 the Cambria School operated four busaes. 


The average number coool gedit daily was tay students. The 


combined Lens tin oF voutes eg oa miles. The total BRAN ED OE Nas 
tion bill for ehe year was $958.95. ‘his beatae +0 Gf2.4e 


per year per chi Wa or about LO cents ner chiid per day." 


ET RET 5 He NE SS EET he en ee 


Amenell, personal letter, July 1, .194o. 


eee Meee tye Bay, patcasnense 


colonel report of the County Superintendent, 1939. 
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Gerald Durlanane, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 


46 


After the new school building was completed, the o14 


- schoolhouses were sold at public auction. Most of them were 


purchased by farmers in the community and used as farm buildings, 
The land on which the rural schools had stood was also sold. 


} Host of this land brought about seventy-five dollars per acre 


at that time. there was not much land to be sold, however, 

as each rural school had only about one acre of ground, 

One of the school sites could not be sold, as it belonged to 
one Jimmy Hogue and had been turned over to the district for 
school purposes only, and thus reverted to the original donor. 


elt was also found that the district did not own one school 
site, because the building had not been placed on the land 
purchesed, but on a piece some distance away.+ 


In order to pay for the new school plant the district 


voted for a bond issue of &50,000. Later another issue of 


$9,700 was necessary to equip the building. = 


Plans were made to retire the bonds, and the bonded 
indebtedness June 30, 1939, was $27,700 with no interest 


bearing warrants outstanding. The tax levy for the schoolhouse 
fund was 9.34 and 12.89 with a total of 22.23 mills. Thie 


is lower than that of the Sewal Gonsolidated “chool and lower. 


than any of the town levies with the exception of Millerton 
whose levy is 20.00. The district is comprised of all of 


Washington Township and approximately one section of Benton 
Township, The total area of the district is 36.9 square 


‘Miles. The estual valuation of the property in th district 


is $905,154.% The agsessed valuation in 1955 was $).,056,498, 
The total cost of operation was $47,200.90. ‘The millage rate 


was 30.150. 


The writer has not attempted to study thoroughly and 
in detail the sentiment of the people in .the district tovard 


consolidation. Mr. Farmer, the superintendent of schools, 


says the people are satisfied with the idea of consolidation, 


and that most of the people ere boosters for it. The writer 


picked out a landowner in the district at random and asked 

his opinion and found him to say that he thought consolidation 
was all right with the exception that it made the taxes too) 
high. He added that his objection was alw that of a large 
number of others who owned land in the district. A few days 
later the writer with the help of the County Treasurer, 

Gene Bigus, picked a piece of property at random within the 


consolidated school district of Cambria and looked up the tax 


record in 1916 before consolidation and again for 1939. 


alee’ 


1s W. Hart and George W. Rush. Personal interview. 
Cambris, Iowa, May, 1940. 


“nimer Fry, Secretary of the school board, Cambria, Towa. 
Personal interview, May, 1940. | 


J annual report of the County Superintendent, 1939. 
"rpia. . aoe 


"Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956, 
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The property investigated was the north one~half of the north- 
west quarter of section 16, township 70, renge 22. ‘The tax 

on the property in 1915 was $70.51 and 1t was $119.23 for 1939. 
Since the owner lived on the propérty, hes was entitled to the 
homestead tax exemption of $46.60, making the total tax bill 
$62,68, or $7.63 less than the owner living on it would have 
had to pay in 1916 before consolidation went into effect. 


When the consolidated school first opened, there were 
no pupils for the eleventh and twelfth grades. The eleventh 
grade was therefore begun in 1921 and the twelfth the following 
year. There is little incentive for the pupils to terminate 
their formal school career on their completion of the eighth 
grade, as might be true if they had attvunded a one room rural 
school, Most of them continue in school until they have 
graduated from the high school. 


Cambria Consolidated Schools has nine teachers and hes 
a four year approved high school with au enrollment of sixty 
7 and an average daily attendance of 56.2. The eight grades 
i below the high school have an enrollinent, of ninety~one with 
# an average daily attendance of 89.6. No tuition pupils are 
enrolied in the elementary school and but six in the high 
school, making the total receipt for outside tuition only - 
$171.00. The following table will give some idea of the 
enrollment trends from the beginning. : 


Table No. 10 fe 
ENROLLMENT IN THE CAMBRIA SCHOOLS* 


year Hess Elementary Total 

f 1930-1931 ig” 152 vac | 201 
if 1931-1932 1.65 16% 209 
ee 1932-1933 U7 166 215 
1933-193 1 167 218 
1934-193 2 152 214 

1S he oat So) 63 Lah UoseOy. 
1936-1937 57 le 183 
1937-1936 22 26 185 
1938-1939 0 Oi aon: 157 
1939-1940 60 91 151 
1940-1941 59 112 sak 
1941-19he 51 106 157 

1g 2-193 52 0 162 
aoe ne By 166 162 

194 enw 26 11.3 169 
1945.19), ES s) 142 
1946-1947 Wy fe) 137 
197-1948 52 Oy. 146 
1948-199 By 96 150 
1949-1950 1 91 Lhe 
1950-1951 ug é 133 
1951-1952 Th Ae Ge 129 
1952-1953 U7 104 55 
1953-195h 2 114 15 
195L~195 7 LLO EI EY 
1955-195 Lbs 106 15. 


tGene Bigus, Co. Treasurer. Personal interview, May, lo, 


uy 


i A atudy of the table will reveal that the total enroli- 
ment of the school was greatest in 193%-34, The highest 

4 enrollment in the elementary school took place the year 

before this, and the greatest enrollment in high school 

f occurred in 1935-36. 


CS gS. 
SS pie = 


a The superintendents who have served. the school Bince it 
§ Was Consolidated are as follows: hes 


i _ Name Years 
2. D. N. Knepper 1920-1921 
Se Zen) SOOtG ss” _ 1921-192 
Otto B. Laing 1924-1926 
L. D. Camp 1926-1927 
Wn. H. Young 1928-1934 
Charles N. Elmors eats 
| Cc. W. farmer 1936-—1940 
_ : Raymond E. Buyers . 194.0.-1945 
; E. W. OQzgtas | 1945-197 
Bis | F. G. Dorasy 1947-1950 
BE Frank Fenton Fish 1950-195 
} E, Claire Henderson 19543195 
Irvin K. Van Fleet 1954-1955 
Eimer Perkins 1955- 


the Consolidated School at gewal 


Sewal ig a village in the southern part of Jackson 
Township and developed with the building of the Chicago 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Rallroad about 1886. For some time 
after the establishment of the town, the children attended 
the district school a short distance away. In 1891 the 
_ district was divided end a schoolhouse was erected in Loughman's 
§. First Addition to Sewal. For some time this was a one 
: teacher school, but when the pupils became rather numerous, 
there were a few years when two teachers were employed. The 
a school had an average enrollment through the years of 
' approximately thirty-five pupils. Some of the first teachers 
here were Alice Burton, Mary Shields, Emma Rathburn, Rette Shock, 
and Mae Holcomb. © ) 


; As the idea of consolidated schools became better known 
_ din the state of Iowa, some of the people thought a plan of 
» Consolidation might work successfully near Sewal, for the 


1 
Hi 
k 
ih. 
| 
in { 


- schools there were definitely in need of improvement. The 

|. legal steps toward consolidation were taken in 1919, and in 

_ that year the consolidated district was organized. School 

| began in the fall in the 01d district schoolhouse and in an 
old store building. Here it continued until January gina Ge Pk 8 

when the new bullding was completed and ready for occupancy. 3 
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hi “nulah Entseminger, Sewal, personal letter, June, 1940. 
Ith44, 


a Sa ea as = 


Lg 
Ava Amenell, who wag then the Gounty Superintendent, 


” speaks of consolidation and of the organization of the Sewat 


district as follows: 


"Sewal sent in the first petition for consolidation, 
Deputy State Superintendent Joseph met with the people 
s6veral weeks after the community had met and discussed 
the pros and cone of consolidation, and the procedure 
which must be fotlowed before they could vote on the 
proposition, Mr. Joseph told them of the advantages and 
also of the dissdvantages that the voter would know both 
sides. When the election wes héld, consolidation carried. 
Then follqwec the task of organization and building... A 

committee went to Cedar Falls and interviewed Macey Campbell, 
now decensesd but at thet tine the forémost educational 
promotes for consolidation in the United States. He 
accompaiied them to the nearby consolidated plants. They 
wlso eéoured while thyre Jay J. Sherman as their superin- 
tendent. He sconduciad a good school in two oy more buildings 
In Sewal before the new plant could be gonstructed. You. 
should have s¢en th: faces of those pupils light up with 
 leasure when Superintendent Sherman was showing the now 
library and other oquipment to me, You must realize at 

that time whey did not have a sum, however small, to be 

used for library books, and many of the rural schools 

had éniy avery few books, Some of the districts in this 
community had had less than eight months of school prior 

to consolidation, '1 | ae 


The eonsolidated district of Sewal, lying in the southerm 
part af tae county, bordérs on the Iowa-Missourl line. While 
Cambria's' district includes slightly over thirty-six square 


niles, /ewai's district is much smaller including approximately 


twenty-six square miles, Sone of the poorer land in the 
vounty, with steep hills, thin soil, and eroded fields is 
found in the Sewal district, Some eight schools were formerly 
in the district before consolidation; however, they were not 
as progressive as those in the Cambria district, and because 
of this the pupils had been retarded in their learning. 


Although the town of Sewal does not have a water pressure 
system nor electric lights, the school plant has a water. 
system of its own. The heating plant, water pressure system, 
and light plant are in the basement of the building. Also, 
jim the basement, are the gymnasium, and the home economics 
ard manual training rooms. The other two floors are taken 
““ by classrooms and a small office for the superintendent. 


BE Bes, 
Ava Amenell, Co. Supt, 1918-27. Personal letter, July, 1940, 
Tay ©, Sherman, here mentioned, later became professor 


of po1:*ical seience at Wayne University, in Detroit, Mich. 
Ph:d erg oe Ue s, a 192k, 


; 2 
Gerald Dunemore, ss~w_l Supt. Personal interview, May, 1940. 
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‘The cost of Sewal's grounds, buildings, and equipment 
was approximately $85, 000. 


‘In 1919-1920 there were but two years of high school, 
but at the beginning of the next two years a grade was 
added sach yea. The first class was graduated from the 
four year high school in 1922, The superintendents who have 
served the school since it was consolidated are as followa: 1 


Nama Years 
Jay ¢. Sherman 1922-192) 
J. L. Mozino 19241926 
L. E. Moore 1926-1929 
D. J. Hepprex 1929-193 
Paul Grouwinkel 1933~193 
Clyde R. Andrews 1934+19%47 
Gerald Dun:more 1931-19 a 
Frank L. Mott 1941-194 
M. V. Kauzvarich 194-319 
Edwin Richaan 19443 9N6 
P. Le Schuler 1946-1947 
E. J. Pollock 1947-1948 
R. D. Nelron 1948-1952 
Marlen E. Shell 1951-1955 
Charles Frizzell 1955-~ 


| Ag in the Cambria district, one of the difficult problens 
for the Sewal Sehool to solve vas that of transportation of 
pupils, because there were no uurfaced roads at that time. 
Although most of the bus routes at the present time are only 
common dirt roads, many of then have been graded in recent 

years, making transportation sonewhat easier, but travel ia 
Btill difficult, ospecially with adverse weather conditions, 

aes a good share of the routes fo over rather steep, hilly ground. 


The school owng eight heavy carriage type busses which 
aré usually drawn by four horgeas. The total length of all 
the bus routes is forty miles, with the longest route nine 
Miles in length. ‘The school oontracts with individuals to 
transport the pupils. Last yerr the number of pupils transported 
was 110, at a total cost to fhe district of §3, 580. Thig 
amounts to approxinately severteen and one-half cents per day 
per pupil, and le alightly Leas than that of Cambria which 
uses motor vehicles and which also has a larger district. 
The horse drawn busses are jlow, especially when the roads 
are muddy or snow oovered. During heavy snows, sleds sometimes 
are substituted for ‘he busens. Sometimes when roads are bad 
it 1s necessary for shose persons who live at the end of the 
bua route to leave home bafore seven o'clock in the morning 
in order to be in school on time. Some of the aifficultics 
will be done away with when toads are improved so that motor 
vehicles can be substituted tor the horse drawn busses. 
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Some of the drivers now are licensed to transport the children 
in their own automobiles, and when the roads are passable, — 
they use their cars and in spite of fheir having to make more 
than one trip, they still save time. ' 


In 1955-56 the school operated three motor busses with 
total length of routes 103 miles. The total cost of the 
transportation program was $5168.46, They were transporting 
85 students at an annual cost of 60.4% per student per year 
or a daily cost of about 36 cents per child. 


In 1939 the total enrollment of the Sewal Consolidated 
Schools was 121, with fifty in the high school and seventy~one 
in the elementary grades. There were nineteen tuition students - 
in high school and two in the shanty ote school, for whom the 
school was paid $1,491.84 in tuition. 


- ‘The enrollment in 1955-56 was 103. Of thig number 19 
were in the high sohool and Sl} in whe elementary school. + 


The table on the following page will show the enroll w 
ment trends in the Sewal Consolidatid Schools since their 
organization. There was a rise in vhe number of pupils until 
@ péak was reached in the total enroliment about 1929. Since 
then there has been a decrease in tle total of about one-third. — 
However, the falling off was greater in the elementary school 
than in the high school. | 


Like the consolidated school at ‘ambria, the school at 
Sewal is a community center. Many of the Farm Bureau programs 
and the meetings of the Agriculture Adjustment Administration 
are held there. Programs of the schooi, plays, and basketball 
games, all have their place. There is 9 kind of parent teacher 
organization, which they call the "Community Mixer" which meets 
once each month with the first part of the evening being 
taken up by a program of education or ertertainment and 
followed by a social hour. .Then under the Smith-Hugher plan 
of teaching agriculture, they have their adult evening classes 
once each week for a period of eleven wetks in the winter time, ? 


—Tannual report of the County Superittendent, 1939. 
Gerald Dunsmore, Superintendent of Schools, Sewal, Iowa. 
Personal interview, May, 1940. 


“Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintenlent, August, 1956. 


? Annual report of the County Superiatendent. 


‘Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 


Gerald Dunemore, Superintendent o%’ Schools, Sewal, fows. 
Personal interview, May, 1940. 
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Table No. Jil 
SHOWING ENROLLMENT IN THE SEWAL CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS 


RS Le as ee 5 a 


Year High School Elementary Total 
1920-1921 sane | ~~ 115 
_ 1923-1924 72 &S 160 
h 1927-1928 8) 110 160 
_ 1929-1930 3 124 187 
BY 1930-1931 57 122 179 
* 1931-1932 6 110 177 
1932-1935 5 103 160: 
1933-193} 67 104 170 
19 31935 66 . &9 LD 
1935~1936 2 100 172 
1936-1937 g gh 162 
1937-1938 65 gO 14. 
1926-1939 58 {& 136. 
1939-19 10 5G 72 121 
194.01 905 50 73 123 
1941-192 7 62 109 
1942-719) Bit 67 101 
19431941 3. 6 99 
1944 gh Ni. | TH 115 
1945~19% 38 77 ar A 
— 1946-1917 bey ff 118 
1947-19h8 33 Oly 127 
194S-1949 $i 66 100 
1949-1950 $2 73 105 
1950-1951 3a | 3 95 
1951-1952 26 | &9 115 
195 ee 1955... a | 9 L19 
1953-1954 2 6% 112 
1954-1955 26 92 116 
1955-1956 20 92 112 


The County Superintendency 


Before the advent of the office of County Superintendent 

Of Schools, some of the duties of that official were performed 
by the echool fund commigsioner, whose duty it wae to have 
charge of school lands and the revenues derived from them, 
Although his reports usually gave some enumeration, ea descrip- 
tion of the schoolhouses, the number of teachers and their 

_ average salary, the number of school districts, the total — 
amount spent for school purposes and how ths money was obtained, 
the school fund commissioner had no supervisory duties over 
the echools as such. 


tannual reports of the Gounty Superintendent. 
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As Wayne County was organized Jn 1851, it evidently had 
@ school fund commissioner from that time until 1858,+ when | 
the office of County Superintendent was created by law.2 The 
first man to serve in that capacity in Wayne County was George 
Wright, according to an old teacher's certificate issued to 


John H. Brooks in September of 1658. Most of the men who 
‘followed him in that office are given in the list presented in 


Table No. 12. The nates of these superintendents wert compiled 
from information given in the Histor)\oal and Biographical 
Record of Wayne end Appanoose Counties, from old school 
reports in the Iowa State Department of History and Archives 

jn Des Moines, from similar records in the education library 

at the State University of Iowa, and from the annual reports 

of the County Superintendentsa, The list in the early years, 
however, is still slightly inoomplete, 


Reference has alreudy been made’ to "politios" in the 
6lection of the County Ssuparintendent, and several quotations 
and much statistical material from sone of the early reports 
have been given in the preceding chaptsr, For some unknom 
reason, however, a writscen report from the County Superintendent 
of Wayne County appears very infrequently in the early school 
reports. 


Salaries for the first years are nol avatiable, but the 
Carly superintendents were paid a certain sum per day. This 
was the case as late as 1870 and 1871, when Enos Rushton in 
hie biennial report made the following statement: | 


"In regard to County Superintenient's salary, 1 
think they ought to ressive four dollare per day for 
their services. In fact I do not think they would 
grow fat (financially) on five dolla:s per day."3 


_ Ags time went on the salary was set at a certain sum per 
year, In 1915 the gatary was set at $1500 per year by 
statutory Bas Nera ard was raised to $18CO per year by 

& similar measure. 


a oi 


lprior to 1651 tha county was joined to &Appanoose, as 
already explained. In "An Abstract of the Report of School 
Fund Commissioners for the Period Commencing Yotober 15, 1850, 
and Ending October 31, 1651" is included in a veport of Wayne do. 


“Session Laws, Yeventh General Assembly, Ssotion 40, 1856. 
3knog Ruston, biennial report, 1870-1871. 


yee Laws, Thirty-fifth General Assembly, Chap.107, Sec. 2. 


Se saion Laws, Thirty-ninth General Assembly, Chap.112, Sec.1. 


D3 


Although one of the duttes of the superintendent was 
to visit all the schools in the county, no provision waa made 
for the expense thus incurred. The first superintendent to 
be given compensation for travel, according to the annual 
reports, was M. Jane Reddick, who in 1910 was allowsd $57.53 
for that purpose. : 


After the year 1900, the County Superintendent's time 
bégan to be taken up more and more by routine office work, 
often to the detriment of the supervision of the schools. 

In 1907, M. Jane Reddick gava expreesion to this fect in her 
annual report as followa: 


"The office work requires so much time that with 
no help it is impossible to give the necessary anount 
of time to ettend to actual school supervision, "2 


According to the records, tas first County Superintendent 
to have money provided for an assistant wae Anria King Pittard, 
who was allowed $360 for that purjose in 1914.3 It wae evidently 
recognized at that time that it wag not n wise policy to hire 
a trained administrator and supervisor and have her spend a 


great share of her time doing clerical wark which could be 
done just as well by a lower salaried helper. 


All the psople who held the office of County Superintendent 
were men until Carrie N. Goodell wag elected in 1895 to 
succeed ©. A. Niday, who is now engaged in farming near 
Seymour. Since the coming of women into the office at that 
time, no men have served as County Superintendent until the 
election of Charles N. Elmore, who ‘idok office in 1936, 
following the phd year term of Ioei Kerm. The change in 
method of election™ in 1915 seems to have mgde no change in 
the procedure of choosing women in pieference to men. 


During the First World War, Jennis L. Clark held office 
and was often requested to obtain invoonation for the 
government by means of questionaries set home to the 
parents through the medium of the children. After the war, 
fowa had discovered some arresting facts voncérning the 
education of the men who were drafted, and a definite campaign 
was put on to improve the schoola in tryin to get better 
attendance and soneler ease while Ava Ameneli was in office 

from 1916 to 1927. 


Lannual reports of the County Superinteniont, 1686-1910. 

eu. Jane Reddick in annual report of Co. tvpt., 1907. 

Jon. Cit. 1896-191, 

oGaaeeon Laws, Thirty-fifth General Assembl;, Chap. 107, Sec. 1. 


eae ed 


ava Amenell, Corydon, Iowa. Personal lette:, July, 1940. 


» strongly encouraged by the County Superintendents. 


4 


It was also during this period that the movement for 
consolidation began, which has already been treated and which 


Was strongly supported by Migs Ue 


In a study of this kind it seems impractical to try to 
tell just what each superintendent attempted to do for the 


betterment of the schoolg. 
served better than others. 


As might be expected, 
Although no person who has served 


some evidently 


as County Superintendent of Wayne County has become famous 
or has made a meteoric rise in the field of education, most 
of the peopie who have held the office have been honest, 
diligent, conscientious workers who have attempted to improve 
the schools as much as they sould with the limited funds and 
Reference has already been 


facilities at their disposal. 
made to the teachers? 


institutes, 


to attempt to require more 


training for teachers, to demonstrations for improvement in 


teaching made by 


extension workers of the Iowa State Teachers 


College, to the county-wide remedial reading program, and to 


the movement for consolidation. 


Every movement or program 


for the improvement of education was either initiated or 


Table No. 12 


_ NAMES OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS IN WAYNE COUNTY AND SALARIES! 


Name 


George Wright 


A. A. Powers 


No report available 


W. H. H. Rogers . 
Enos Rushton 
W. G. McColm 


Wn. Dotts 


W. Walker 

- H. Ware 

- Dd. Johnston 
. & Shepherd 
» We. Hook 

- M. M. Conner 
C. A. Niday 
Carrie M. Goodell 
inez F. Kelso 
Maud Elmore 

M. Jane Reddick 


| Ama King Pittard 


@ County Superintendenta. 


Jennie L. Clark 
Ava Ameneli 
Leah Trobridgse 
icel Kern 

Chas. N. Elmore 
B. G. Barron 
William A, Tock 


Gerald Dunsmors 


eed 


Lear 
eae 


L661 
1865-1866 
1867 
1468 

1872 

1873 

1875 
1877-1881. 
15681-1883 
1683-1885 
1885-1889 
1869-1890 
1690-1895 
1895-1899 
1899-1901 
1901-1907 


- 1907-1910 


1910-1915 
1916-1918 
1912-1927 
1927-1933 
1953-1936 
“19 1S 
194ec1 943 
1gh9 -1952 
1952. 


Salary 
#1200 
1168 
$998-67 252 
Ar ole 1226 
S12l. pL232 
$1216- £1250 
G12 76m! bL250 
GI2EOW~ 
pigs ~ &3500 
$15 36~%1 200 
£1 800~ 
G1800— 
47 200. 


not listed 
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Chapter IV 
THE TOWN SCHOOLS 


Besides the rural and consolidated schools there are 
eight schocis in incorporated towns having independent 
school districts. The writer will attempt to give » brief 
sketch of the history of each. 


Allerton 


Twonty years after ths begianings of Corydon and its 
selectian as the county e3sat, & new town was begun to the 
southwent of it that laver was to evecome one of its etrongest 
rivals tor trade and fou the county seat. Allerton is supposed 
to have the distinction of being a tovn made to order, When 
the Kansas City division of the Rock Isiand Railroad had been 
completed, it was decided to make a station a certain distance 
from Lineville. The vailroad authorities bought 160 acres © 
of land as did also Judge Aller of Leavenworth, who was one 
of the magnates of tne road. It was agreed that Judges Aller 
and the company were to ne partners in the profitable iusinedss 
of building a town which wag to pe named in konor of the 
judge, “Aller Town” or Allerton.~ 


The railroat was completed in the latter part of 1870, 
the first train vassing *hrough Wayne County in the spring 


-of 1871. That came year the first house in the prosvective 


town was built vy John Howard. The village grew sapidly and 
at the end of tne Pirst year the population was above 200. 
The advertising of the railroad gave impetus to a lather 
short lived boon, and in 1672 lots sold for the highest 
prices in Allerton's history. There came then a tine of 
reaction, but after a period of a few years She town setiled 
down to «. rather iteady growth. 


{In the year 1569, shortly before the birth of the tom 
of Allerton, the ploneer settlers built a schoolhmige ona 
mile east of the present site of the Standard Oil Station 
Locuted on the vain street of the tovn. Miss Roxy Syerett 
wae the first tzacher here. In later years, the school 
building was moved, and at present is known as the 
Cyllathump Schoolhouse. | 


When. Allerton was in the process of early developmen, 
the children were sent to this district school east of the 
town; but the population increased ca fast that the school 
wos soon overcrowded, end in 1873 the first school in the tom 
was started, in the upper room of a building that stood on 
the present site of Bracewell's service station. 


I es ee eT FIN OL 


1 3 | 
Biographicel and Historical lecord of Wayne and 
Appanoose Gounties, Iowa, and tne vorydon Times Republican, 

September 25, 1939. 
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Harold W. Dougherty. Unpublisked manuscripi. 
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The first teachers were Mr, and Mre. A. E. Shugtex, who 
were followed in 1874 and 1875 by Ma. R. B. Sigafoose and 
Mies Fay DeSilva.! In 1876 a new three story brick school 
building was erected south and weet of the present Duainesa 
district, at a cost of $9,000. There wers two rooms on the 
first floor, two on the second, end a large assembly room 
with a recitation room adjoining, occupied the third floor. 
For some years the school bore the diatinctive name of 
"The Allerton Normal and Graded School”, The reason for the 
name was that the school wag graded, matter of some pride 
in 1876, and in the new quarters additiional courses were 
added for those who desired to teach, Just when the high 
school was established ig not known, burt the first claga: 
Was graduated from what wae probably a two year course in 


‘16835. This building ereeted in 1876, served the community 


for nearly twenty years, then a addition was built at a: 
Cost to the district of 86,000. : | 


On February 14, 1900, the janitor, 4\. M. Duncan, 
discovered 9 blaze in the basement of the school building. 
The fire could not be controlled, and the next day the 
"Allerton News" printed the following story of the disaster 
which had occurred: 


School House Burned 


"The alarm of fire yesterday mornitnge ebout 
10 o'clock drew our people to tho achocolt in large 
hunbers., Smoke was issuing frow the bui lding in 
dense volumes, and heroic efforts were bezing mada 
Go quench the flames. The weather was bitter cold 
and one's effort was hampered to 4 great esx ctent ny 
that fact. But it was soon seen that all ej forte with 
the facilities at commend were Uavailing, | The 
children and teachers were all safely on the outside 
and a great number of the pupils saved their books 
and belongings, while others failed to sesare theirs, 
The pupils in one of the primary rooms were quietly 
Gold to secure their books and march out, which | they 
did, and the teacher followed with the wraps, ho ods, . 
caps, ete. 


{¢ took but a few minutes to empty the build: ng, 
and a good many of the personel belongings of the pa wits 
Were saved by others and taken to varioug places in th © 
Vicinity, The fire lasted for & Gouple of hours when 
part of the west wall of the front fell with a erash 
and the south wall of the rear part followed shortly af te 7%: 


: 1 e 
the Atlertonien, Allerton, Ia. High School Annual 


Cy Oe 
’ bend K 


ee L A 
“Harold W. Dougherty, Allerton, {fowa. Unpublisned 


wonuscript, Winifred Conklin, Allerton, Iowe. Personal interview, 
May, 1940. The Aliertonian, High School manuel, 1927. 
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The loss is complete, the furniture, pisno, orge=na, 
gymnasium, and a wagnificent general and reference 
library~--all were destroyed. The origin of the fire 

‘ls said to have been from one of the pipes leading 
from the furnace which carried the hot air from the 
furnace for heating the rooms. ‘The blaze was discovered 
by the janitor, A. M. Dunean, who tried heroicly to put 
Lt out before it gained headway. Help was galled in 
before the alarm wes given, but it was soon found to be 
beyond their control, end the work wag Given to empty 
the building and the fire alarm sounded, "! 


The fire did not cause a total loss to the dletrict,: 
however, because the building was insured for $7,500. ‘ithe 
school board met the same day end decided school should continue. 
The high school met in the opera house, and the elementary 
grades met in the several churches which were all freely 
offered to the school board for use in this emergency.e 


Plans vere soon made to rebuild, and in order to avoid 
wasteful del-y in waiting for 4 school election to vote for 
bonds, and in order thet money might be available to start 
building at once, several public spirited citizens signed 
promissory notes to get the necessary funds. These men were 
later reimbursed when bonds were voted. That gsame.year a 
nev building wag completed eat 2 cost of $25,000.00. Although 
this building has undergone some chinges, it is still in use 
and houses both the elementary grades and the high school. 3 


in 1911 the school became fully accredited and the name 
Was changed to the Allerton Public School. S0o0n after, the 
rooms were rearrenged to provide for the teaching of manual 
training and home economics, courses which were initiated at 
that time. The normal training course was added in 1913. At 
this time the school came into possession of a phonograph, 
and Allerton employed a music instructor to teach music both 
in the elementary grades and in high school. 

\ 


Since 1920 the following courses have been added to’ the 
Curriculum: physical training in 1923-24, hdme making in 
1926-27, and the kindergarten in 1937. ‘he gymnasium was 
erected in 1926-27, at a cost of approximately $20,000, and 
for several years was considered by many the best in the 
county. In 1926-27 the grounds were extended, even so there 
ids only one block for grounds and buildings. | 


L 
The Allerton News. February 15, 19440. Revrint from the 
iasue of Allerton News of February 15, 1900. 


ibid. Mrs. Otto Smith. Personal interview, Allerton, 


Iowa, May 190, 
5 


anes Bracewell, Allerton, Ia. Personel interview, May, 19/0. 


Harold W. Dougherty. Unpublished manuscrint. Allerton, Ia. 
rad 


9, Sue | a 
The Allertonian. Apbevesiy Towa. High School Annual, 1927. 
James Doughsrty. Unpubiished Manuscript. Allerton, Towa 
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Table No. 15 below shows that Allerton lost enrollment 


_ from 1920 until about 1945, Since that date it has elimbed to 
‘@ almost its peak reached in 1920. 
i Table No. 13 
af ENROLLMEN IN ALLERTON scHooust 
vear He So. Elementary Lovet. 
¥ 1910-1911 125 : LUG 260. 
i 1915-1916 119 9 19% 31% 
F  1925-1925 LO}. ee at sare 
19304193. dig L75 308 
193119372 L445 L's 320 
t9 5221935 oy 1/70 : OS 
1933-1954 125 123 pug 
19 Bb L935 120 112 232 
1935-1946 Ls 124 239 
1936-1937 107 LLO C1; 
193/=-1935° 106 104 rad lis 
1936-1949 LO7 1044 elk 
1949-19440 106 96 202 
L940~-19 17 12h 122 2h 
1943.-19he 9 LL 21s 
1942-194 G3 Gl. 187 
19h 319 53 104: clay 
154k 194e J Peso 95 137 
1945-1946 LOW LO 210 
1946-1947 are aS 10/ | 226 
f° |= 8947-194 LOS L226 | 23}. 
L94S-19-g 1.03 135i 232. 
| 1949-1950 10) ae Bede: 226 
195081951 30 180 2/0 
1951-1952 91 a — 25S 
195241553, Ou, ; riytc® 2 272 
3 1955-195" 96 190 285 
1954-1955 102 146 268 
1955-1956 LOL 2: 209 310 
_ The high school enrojlment for the year 1939-1940 was 
106, with ninety-six in the elementary grsdes; all under 
fourteen teachers, Only one of the elementary pupils was 
from ouuside the school district, but in high school sixty~fhree, 
or weli over one~half, were tuition students; Allerton pees: ved 
$4136.40 for tuition, Tiere was no tax levy for the schoolhouse 
fund, for the district has no tonded indebtedness. The general 
fun® amounted to $14,000 and the tax millage wes 2%, %36,with an 
actual property valuation in the district of $493,580, 

In 1955-55 the school had an enrollment of 310, Of this 
number @09 were elementiry snd 101 were high school. ‘The 
total assersed evaluation of the district was $592, 420, 

The cost of operating the school in this year wes $92,810.00, 
. The mills necessary to operate were 53,98. 35 
| 
ao Armausl reports of the County Superintendent, 
: Annual renort of the County Superintendent, 1939. 
if ° 
1] terald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1966, 
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Thee men who have served the Allerton Schools ag 
sunerintendents gince 1886 are as follows:;1 


| Name Date Salary 
George W. Cullison | Unknown ee 
Schootz (first name? ) 
A. B. Warmer (known to be 

Sept. in 1883 ) & 600 

G.G. Lehmer until 1436 to 
G. N. Holiday - 1886-1893. 720-8768 
Jo F. Holiday 1891-1907 SOOO ¢ 1300 
Geo. H. Ballard 1L907=191". £10004 $1925 
Harry H. Huffman 1911-193.5 C0081 $1500 
Arthur L. Lyon 1915-1917 L200- ~$ 25 0 
G. L. Hichs 1917-1916 $1200 
GC. B. Hightower 1916-1920 $1600~$ meee 
Oscar G, Puckett 1920= A b200N uh 2520 
Forest P. Hagan 193 3—/1 94-6 Ue oe a on 
Wm. F. Clifton Theo oke 
John H. King — 1947-1950 
W. V. Starry 1950 


‘On all reports of salaries of superintendents where 
two salaries are given, the first ia the beginning salary 
and the latter the highest salary received. 


Clio 


Clio, a town of approximately 200 population, lies on 
the Rock Island Railroad line between Lineville and Allerton 
in the northeastern part nv Grand River lownship. ‘The town 
was platted April 16, 1874, by J. W. Tabler, although there — 
had been a post office as carly as 1856, the first store was 
opened in 1875 and the Metjodists built a church in 1877.2 


- For some time most o? the children attended a rural 
district school whicn hac already been established a mile 
and a quarter distant. In 1677 a subscription schocl was 
conducted in a residence rhich stood just west of the present 
Main street of the town, The next echool, also a subscription 
school, was held jn the Guristian Church building.3 An 
indspendent district was formed, and the first public school~ 
house built about 1681, sorth of shere the Methodist Church 
now stands, Frost Purcell, Lydia Gardner, and Lillisn Souder 
were among tue early teachers in this school. About 1886 
the schoolhouse was moved to its present location behind the 
Rand Lumber Companyo — 


sod neianneaeniienaare 
Annual reports of ‘he County Suvnerintendent. Mre, 
Ott Smith, Allerton, Ia. lersonal interview, May, 1940. 
es 


Blographicel and Historical Record of Wayne and 


Apnanoase . ovnties, Tova, the smeydon Times @ Republican, 
September 28, 1939. 


) 
M. R. Souder, Clio, In. Pepaon»’ anterview, eR, 1940, 
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Sometime after it was moved to its present location, 
the lumber yard enlarged its building in such a way that 
sunlight rarely enters the south windows of the schoolhouse. 1 


The present school building which is located in the 
northeast part of town just off the highway which leads to 
Allerton, was built about 1694-1895, and an addition of two 
rooms was built on the south side of it in 1912. The first 
person to act as superintendent in this new building vag 
Owen Tabler, and some subjects higher than the eighth grade . 
weré begun to be taught. About 1906 during the tine that 
W. M. Frame was superintendent, the schools were graded up to 
the tenth grade and certificates of attainment of the tenth 
grade were given on completion of the course of stuiy then 
offered. Work toward four years of high school was begun with 
the superintendency of John G. Hurwitz in 1919. T hs four 
year high school was approved for tuition in 1922, diiring the 
superintendency of O. N. LaFollette. Mr. LakFollette ulso 
started a campaign for a consolidated school, but it rag 
unsuccessful. 


The school had no gymnasium until Paul E. Wallace became 
superintendent in 1933; plans were then made to build, and 
with the aid of W. P. A. funds and labor a building was erected, 


Giving facilities for the students to participate in basketball. 


Glio had both a boys! and girls! team. Neither the tov, nor 
the school has a pressure system to provide running water, so 
there are no modern plumbing fixtures in the school. Water, 
if used, in the building, must be carried from the wel. on 
the grounds. There is no central heating system, each room 
being heated by a stove. Equipment in the school is mistly 


Old and includes some of the old style desks built. to uccommodate 
two or three pupils. 


Since the coming of the present superintendent, Havl E. Hall, 
over $300 has been spent on books, and all the books in the 
Library have been marked and catalogued.according to the 
Dewey decimal system, There are now about 770 books fox the 


high school and 400 for the elementary gradeg. A student 


council of five members has been organized for the high school 
and is now functioning effectively. This year for the flrst 
time, the students have printed a high school annual with a 
Sale of sixty copies at thirty-five cents each. The high 
school has ga commercial department including bookkeeping, 
shorthend, and typevriting. No homemaking or home economics 
ls taught and agriculture is taught in alternate years. 

Music is taught in all the grades of the school, including 
instrumental for those who desire it, and have their own 
instruments; no band or orchestra has as yet been organized. 4 


A 

Mrs. George Cook, Ray Shriver, Mr. Souder, Clio, Iova. 
Personal interviews, May, 19110. : 

2 


Ray Shriver, Mr, Souder, Clio, Iowa. Personal interviews. 


May, uy LO 


Karl #, Hall, Glio, Iowa, Personal interview, May, 1940. 
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For the year 1838-39, Clio had an enrollment of thirty-four 
in the high school and fifty-nine in the elementary grades, 
with an average daily attendance of 32.1 and 53.6 respectively. 
Alitendance from outside the district was tweaty-four in the 
high school, or over two thirds of the enrollment, Sixteen 
pupils in the elementary school were from outside the district, , 
waking a total of forty for which the school received $2,269,265 - 
tn tuition. June 30, 1939, Clio had in indebtedness of ho 304, 50, 2 
Jn interest besring warrants, but no bonded indebtedness. The 
tax levy was listed as 36.85 mills with a total property 
valuation in the district of $135,706, the lowest valuation of 
any tovm in the county. The number of teachers employed is six.2 


The people who have served Clio in the capacity of 
superintendent are as follows:;3 


Name Date Salar: 


Owen Tabler unknown Re an a a ie 
T. Me Frame until 1910 $560 - 

le We Gard 1910-1911 $560 

A. B. Wimmer 1911-1913 SOU0~-%760 
Everett H, Huffmen 1913-1915 ae 765 
W, L. Brinks 1915-1916 SOUO 

W. E. Wellong 1916-1917 G00 

Clara E. Waln 1917-1918 6690 

O. W. Nickel 1916-1919 S00 

J. G. Hurwitz 1919-1920. $1000 

Q, N. LaFollette 1920~1922 $1200--S1477 
frank L. McCreary 1922-1924 1400~-$1710 
bimer R. Bureh 1924-1927 $1700 

"heo. M. Cook 1927-1930 not listed 
¢; 6, Clemmer 1930#194%4 . 

Paul BE. Wallace 1933-1937 

Paul E. Davis pay a 

ari BE, Hall |. 1934~1941 

Irvin K. Van Fleet 1941-194 

H, H. Hughson 1943-194, 


Table No. 14+ on the following page will give an idea of 
che enrollment ..: the Glio Schools for a number of years. 
The total enrollment as higher in 1925-1926 and 19430-1931 
than it hes been since. The average enrollment for the last 
ten years in 83.4 and the enrollment last year was above that 
avevage, Although the population of the town hes dropped 
from 299 to 200, or nearly one-third, in the last twenty years, 
perhaps the school can attract enough students from the 
surrounding districts to keep its attendance up. 


s6 
Towa Educational Directory 1939-40 and Annual Report 


of the County Superintendent, 1939. 


Annual report of the County Superintendent, 1939. 
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i : Table No. 1+ 
| SHOWING ENROLLMENT IN CLIO scHooLs + 


Year He Se KBlementary Total 
1910-1911 ae we 6% 
1915-1916 a —- 63 

r= - 1920192 | 20 70 90 
1925-1925 35 5 100 
if 1950-1931 ina: | 0 10; 
1931-1932 bp. k2 | 8 
1932+19 32 | Rh 42 (5: 
1933-193), Lp és 
| 19341935 LO 9 19 
P1955 ~-1936 6 u ai 
" 193621937 L 7 30 {i 
By 1937-1935 bis My 60 
R. 1938-1939 39 me, 2" 76 
b  1939-19l0 34 59 93 
Bi 1940619141 29 My 70 
I9UL-19)L2 19 39 5S 
194.2~194 23 27 50 
1943. 1G uy 21 30 51 
nme ye] ben Redan cee 28~ 28 
1945.-1.946 vw am 35 35 
1946-19 4-7 | ~— 30 30 
19471945 ~— 27 27 
LGN S19 49 oo 2s : 28 
1949-1950 ao 19 19 
1950=~1951 Cos 23 ES 
1951-1952 _ 16 16 
1952-195 wig : Le LT 
1953-195 ~— Maca Ae 15 
19541955 xe ate L7 
1955-1956 aie a 15 


Since the foregoing pages concerning the school 
at Clio were written, considerable pee has come about. 
The high school was discontinued in 1944, Since that time it 
has operated as a village elementary school. The high school 
| students in that area now attend @ithey the Allerton or Lineville 
Schools. : | 


In 1953 the old frame building was torm dovn and 4 new 
one story building was erected, At this writing they have a 
; very besutiful building which is well eculpped. The Board of 
l Educetion is made up of young men who are anxious to provide 
the best for their children.2 


1 | 
Annual revorts of the County Superintendent. 


Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956, 
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Corydon 


After the organization of the county and the seleotion of 
the present site as the county seat had been completed, Judge 
Anderson named it Corydon in honor of his former home, 
Corydon, Indiana.1 


The first district court in the county was held in the 
spring of 1652 in a oabin 6till under construction and as 
there was little furniture, a keg sufficed for the Judge's 
desk, A court house and Jail were constructed about 1856, 2 
The early development of Corydon depended largely on the faot 
that 1t was the county sent, for it had no railroad to stinulate 
i¢s growth until 1879, but ite growth from then on was rapid. 


The first schoolhouse in Corydon wag built in the spring 
of 1854. and was located on the southeast corner of the lot 
on which the W. G@ Riley residence now stands, It was built 
of logs and was approximitely eighteen by twenty fest in size. 
The door was to the south and faced the street. There was 
one window each on the east and west ends, and one to the 
north. The logs were fattened a little on the inside and the 
spaces between were "chinked" and plastered, but the interior 
of the house was neigher lathed nor plastered. A huge stove, 
which stood nearly in the middle of the room, was used to heat 
the building. 3 } 


The first term of school was taught in the summer of 
1854 by Miss Mary Lancaster, and the winter term of 1854-1855 
was taught by Mr. James Nelson. Bevsause the log house needed 
repairs and because the number of pupils had inerersed go 
rapidly, the next school was taught in a frame structure 
located on the ground now occupied by the Mrs. G, W. Shelton 
residence. Mr. William Miles, fataer of Hon. Lewis Miles, 
taught the school for the winter term of 1656-1857, and the 
following summer teri was taught by Lizzie Richardson, who 
later became the wife of Dr. Everett. In 1857-1858, Wm. Boyle, 
with Miss Ruth Boyle as assistant, taught the winter term, + 


i a aca 
Biographical and Historical Record of Wayne and. 
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Jqameg S. Whittaker, early Wayme County Teacher in the 
Corydon Wime a Republican, September 28, 1939. 
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The teacher for the summer term of 1858 was 3. L. Glasgow, 
' who at the outbreak of the civil war entered the simy, and who 
later served as United Etates Jounsel at Glatgow, Scotland. — 
The following winter perm was taught by James 8, Whittaker 
assisted by his wife. 


In 1658 a new frame dullding wee erected on the Riley 
block where the 014 log schoolhouee had etood, As tre number - 
of puplis increased, conditions in the school beoane crowded, 
and about 1870 two rooms were added to the structure, making 
it a four-room building. This new agdi tion Later became a 
part of the present Riley regidence, 


some of the well known teachers in the period from 1854..1880 
were Miss A. Reynolds, John Madden, Nina Reynolds, Macy Reynolds, 
Lewis Miles, Jr., Mollie Logan, Grace Morely, Willian Dotts, 

S. W. Miles, Mre. E. A, King, Jennie Burton, Geo. W. Jampson, 
J. W. Cozad, Lina Morrison, Yary Sharp, Nimrod Graybil., 
David Kirk, and Edward Buck, 


Until the year 1879 there had been no training beyoid. the 
eishth grade, with the exestion of a course in mathematics; 
but with the advent of G. W. Sampson in that ygar the school 
was greded and a high school course was begun. Two yéai'3 of 
work werg given at first, but by 1884 a four year course vag 
offered. 


After the beginning of the high school, more room wag 
needed end a campeign was launched for a new building. ‘the 
issue was decided on March 8, 1860, when with only five opposed, 
lee citizens of thé town voted in favor of a $7,000 bond issue 
for a new schoolhouse. Evidently the school toard had 4 surplus 
on hand, because it passed a motion of April 19, to build a 
new schoolhouse costing $13,000, Plans for the new suildirg 
were furnished by ©. A. Deitrich of Ottumwa, and a0 vertisenents 
were made for bids. Alexis Mardis, a contractor of f£00a rspute 
had the low bid of $11,150 and was awarded the contract, 
Although not ready for occunsncy at the oovening of scnool iy 
September, the building was commleted that fall. 2 


1 
James S. Whittaker, early Wayne County teacher in the 


Corydon Times Republican, September 28, 1939, 


Lbid. Ho. A Bracewell, Unpublished manuscript. 
Corydon, Iowa, 1935, 


Records of the secretary of the school board, Corycrn, Ia. 
H. B. Bracewell, Unpublished manuscript, Corydon, Tse, 2955. 


oe 
Mr. Sampson in the year 1894-1895 began 9 lone end 


distinguished service as a member of the faculty of the 
Tova State Normal School, now Iova State Teachers College. 


H. B. Bracewell, Unpublished menusecript, Corydon, Ia., 1935. 
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The site of this building was the south half of the present 


‘school grounds. ‘The 014 schoolhouse and grounds werg gold for 
$&00, when this new building was comple ted.- 


At first, Principal Sampson taught the four year high 
school alone, and supervised the lower grades. Mre. EB. A. King 
asristed his successor, 0, K. Sturges for one Year, but then 
the board went beck to the old nlan of one teacher for the 
high school. In the fell of 1889 Superintendent C. W. Martindale 
was assisted by Mr. McBroom, and the high school from then on 
had at least two teachers. In the year 1889, Loudse Begeman 
became superintendent and served until 1895 when he was succeeded 
by P. S. Dorland. Mr. Begeman later joined the faculty of 
Parsons College at Fairfield, Iowa, and still later became 
head of the department of physics ut Iowa State Teachers College. 
After tvo years Mr. Dorland, was followed by Charles Carter, 
who after six years as head of Corydon Sghools, like Begemen, - 
became an instructor at Parsons College. ! 


Early high school graduation classes were small. During 
the four years from 1887 to 1890 there was q total of only 
nineteen gradustes, which is not qiite an average of five per 
year. In the next ten years, thera were 103 graduates, which 
makes an average of 10.45 per year. In the ten year period 
beginning with 1910, the average mimber of graduates was 
23.6 per year, which was more than double the average of the 
previous ten years. 


During the superintendency of sharles Carter from 1897 

to 1903, thé school year was lengthined from eight months to 
nine, and the school was accredited by the State University of 
Lowa, Improvements were made in ths character of text books 
used, and many books were added to ‘he libraries. Mr. Carter 
emphasized education beyond the high school, which resulted in 
a higher nercentoge of graduates attending colleges and 
universities, where it apnears they made excellent records, |t 


In the decade beginning with 1%90 the population of Corydon 
hed increased from 962 to 177, The schools were crowded, 
and the building erected in 1880 iajled to properly accommodate 
all the pupils. Therefore a camnainn was begun to build a 
sensrate building for the high schcol. Although it took some 
time for its realization, the s*ructure was finally erected 
in 1905 at a cost of $13,676. Bein; staunchly «and attractively 
built of brick with white stone trin it was then one of the 
best buildings for school purposes ji southern Jowa.9 

uf 7 
mee of the secy. of the school baard, Corydon, Towa. 


Annual reports of the Co. Supt. H. B. Bracewell, 
Unpublished manuscript, Corydon, Iowa, 1935. 


Annual reports of the County Su.erintendent. 


Charles Carter, Parsons College, Fairfield, Tova, 
Personal letter, June 18, 1940. 


5 | 
The Wayne County Democrat, Corycon, Tae Oct. 10, 1905. 
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This building still serves the town, housing the kindergarten 
and the first six elementary grades. 


With increased facilities for accommodating pupils 
resulting from the construction of a new high school building, 
Corydon put on a definite campaign to gain students from outside 
the district who would pay tuition. Friday, August 25, 1905, 
the Wayne County Democrat carried the folloming school announcement: 


"If you desire to send your child to qa graded school 
the coming term, it will be well to bear in mind that 
the Corydon Public Schools are the only schools in the 
county which fully prepare its gradu-tes to enter the 
universities. It is a fully accredited school. That of 
itself is a worthy recommendation of the thoroughness of 
the work done in the Corydon Schools. ‘the buildings and 
grounds are not only the best in Wayne County but rank 
favorably with any in southern Iowa, while the handsome 
“ht high school building has no peer in this part of the 
state. 


The school term beging Monday, September 4, and 
continues 36 weeks, 


In September of 1905, the enrollment of the Corydon Public 
Schools reached qa new peak, 427 for both grades and high school 
combined.1 


Wo. L. Pugh was suverintendent of schools during the 
construction of the high school building ‘in 1905, and his 
successor, J. GC. McGlade, came in 1907 and served until 1911, 
when he was succeeded by Harry D. Kies. In 1916 came John B, 
Parker during hose suverintendency a camvaign was begun 
for another school building, because of the rapid increase 
Jn enroliment.2 The proposition was submitted to the citizens 
of the community who voted it dom. But “hen Lee E. Easter 
became sunerintendent in 1918, a very earnest attempt was made 
to educate the citizenry to the need for a new high school 
building before another vote on the cuestion was taken. 


When school opened in September, 1919, the superintendent 
announced that there were over 500 pupils enrolled and that 
there were 225 of them in high school; he made the following 
Btatement in the Corydon Times Renublican: 


"The attendance this year is so great that the 
little house must be used for a recitation room. It is 
hoped that Corydon can have a ne» school building next 
year. A new building or the present building enlarged 
is an absolute necessity if our schools are to maintain 
the leadersxip in this part of Iowa which they have held 
po long, "2 | 


IL 
The Wayne County Democrat, Corydon, Ia. Sept. 22, 1905. 
2 


Corydon Times Renublican, Corydon, Ia. Sept. 11, 1919. 
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Pamphlets entitled, "The Issue Before the People of Corydon- 


Wh+t Will You Do With It?", vere circuleted in the torn and 

bore 9 descrintion of the nronnsed high school building «nd 

also gave as many arguments as nosfible to convince the 

people of the nsed for such « building. The nevsnanere aided 

in the campsrign., The Corydon Times Re weddoan of March 18, 1920, 
O 


carried a newe item stating that the Cory 


n School Board 


had been petitioned hy a wroup of citizens to submit the 
proposition to the voters of the community, It also quoted 
a statement on the subjedt issued by Lee FE. Easter, 
Superintendent of Schools, which reads as follows; 


"The board of School Directors for Corydon Indenendent 
Sc°00l District hes jue’, received a petition to cell a 
special election for the nurpose of vo*ing bonds to erect 
and equip a new high school building. 


The high school pupils rejoice especially, for they 
realize keenly their present need. 


The parents rejoice, for they know that if their 
children do not have now the same advantages as children 
of other communities they will be handicapned for the 
remainder of their lives. They knor that every year the 
building of a high school is postponed, over 220 years 
of the lives of our young peonile “ill have been lived 
under inferior advantages. 


The people in and around Corydon rejoice, for they 


can soon say with pride that it 1s a vrivilege rather 


than a handicap to be able to rear one's children in. 
Corydon. 


The taxpayers rejoice, because qa new high school 
building i111 increase the velue of their holdings for 
more than the amount of taxes paid. 


The investor in city and rural pronerty rejoices, 


for a high school building means money in his pocket. 


The business man rejoices, for he knows from 
experience that nothing stimulates businese more than 
good school facilities. 


We all rejoice, becsuge no money anent in 
advertising bringe in as great financial returns as 
taxes invested in the schools. 


Kven the Chronic "Kicker" rejoices, because he 
has something new to kick. "1 


"8 
Corydon Times Republican, Corydon, Ia., March 18, 1920. 
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The campaign was launched with vigor: more articles 
appesred, Sen especially to the pride of the oitizens 
in their school. he school had been atcredited by the 
North Central Associxtion of Secondary Schools and Colleges 
since 1905, and a strong argument was thet it would lose thig 
distin ction unless a new building were sonatructed. The election 
was held on May e7, 1920. The women were the deciding 
element, becsxuse 187 men voted in favor of the 
$150,000 bond issue and 191 against it. The vote of the 
women vas 142 in favor and 112 épposed.! | 


Even though tonds had been voted, the new building was 
not to become a reality at once. This was a time when the 
high prices of post war days were beginning to ddcline, and 
the school board felt Justified in rejecting all bids in 
February of 1921. They decided to wait until later when it 
might be possible to get a more favorable 54a because of an 
expected lowered orice of building miterials.2 A satisfactory 
bid was finally obtained, and the building was constructed 
in 1923, but 1t was not until February of 19P4 that it was 
Occupied by the high school pupils. It waa then the most 
modern high school building in the county. 


In 1935 the o1d building erected in 1880 was razed. and 
part of the material used to construct a tunnel betveen the 
elementary and the high school buildings by the use of 
W. P. A. funds and labor. The heating plant in “he high 
school building was chenged to lov pressure, so that it 
could be used as a central heating svatom for both buildings. 
The pupils who had occunied the old schoolhouse ware housed 
in the other tvo buildings. The seventh and eighth grades 
were put into the high school building end their classes 
run on the seme time schedule as the nish school. 


With the coming into the suvezinteniency of Ward T. North 
in 1925, the teaching of reading vas immroved by the addition 
of reading material until now each of the firet six grades 
has at leest six sets of different readers, An unusu:1 
thing in the te»ching of reading is that cinsses in it are 
not taught beyond the sixgh grede, because Sie sunerinvendent 
is of the opinion that the child will have atculred the resding 
adantation before he enters the seventh grads, 


The housing of the seve rth and eighth gredes in the high 
school building gives them opportunities to tke: manual 
training and home economics and all of the menbers of these 
two grades have classes in one of these courge:, 


The Wayne County Democrat, Corydon, Ia., June 3, 1920, 
2 
The Wayne County Democrat, Corydon, Ia., Fev. 17, 1921. 
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The high school offers a full course in agriculture 
under the Smith-Hughes act and inoludes such subjeots as 
farm shop, stock, farm management, and orope. ‘The teaching 
Of agriculture wnder the Smith-Hughes act waw begun in : 
1926-1929 and the adult evening school, now held in connec‘iion 
with it, was inaugurated the following year. A ohapter of 
the Future Farmere of America was organized tn 1930. The 
school has comneted quite satisfactorily with other schools 
in oontestsa in judging and in giving demonstrations. In 
1939 part-time evening classes for older boys were started. 


The school has an active Smith-Hughes home making 
department. Women of the community attend the adjul evening 
school classes in home making at the same time that the men 
attend clxsses in agriculture. Evening classes for women, 
Yhich began in 1930, are taught on some practical phase of 
home making one evening per week for a period of ten weeks; 
the eleventh week a basket dinner and ‘program are usually 
given, which is participsted in by both men and women. 


The echool as a whole has a multitude of adtivities. 
in order to schedule all of them, Mr. North 41n 1939-1940 
added another period to the school day, giving two activity 
periods in a nine period day. <A full program of athietica 
including basketball, football, and tracit is scheduled besideg 
the regular physical training classes. In order that more 
people might attend football games, the’ tusinassy men of 
Corydon in 1938 contributed several hundred dollars to 
construct a lighted playing field on the old fair grounds. 
It was named "Saling Field” in honor of Corydon's Olympic 
champion, George Saling. ire, 


In music there 1s both agirls! and a toys! glee olub, 
& mixed chorus, a band, and an orchestra. Besides this 
pupils can make arrangements for private lessons in both 
instrumental and vocal music. The school acauired a radio 
in 1937-1938 which is often used in teaching music. 


The dramatics department always produces a junior and 
& senior play and ten one act plays during the year. Last. 
year a course in speech was added to the curriculum, 


The school lacks training in art, with the exception of 
the little that 1s done by the regular elementary teachers. 
It 1s one of Mr. North's ambitions to have a full time art 
instructor as soon as he can arrange it. 


Although the seniors during the past few years have had 
the privilege of listening in on the vocation broadcasts 
from Station WOI at Ames, not much is offered in the school 
in the way of vocational guidance. There is also little or 
no guidance available to the elementary pupils unless they 
Make an effort to get it themselves, Even ~ th these conditions, 
Corydon is not more retarded in this respect than any of the 
other torvm schools. 


19 


Corydon High School is the only achsol in the county 
to be accredited by the North Central Asvoolation of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. Ae stated before, it hag 
had this distinction continously einea 1908.1 


Of the graduates of the sohogol, a Perec og hear twenty-five 
per cent go on for more training in colleye., Ur. North has 
tried to arrange his curriculum with the ceventy-five per cent 
in mind who do not attend inetitutions of higher le arming, 

In this he hee been rather seariougly handinapped by lack 
of funds, but nevertheless the school affo'da some choice 
of subjects. 


The normal training department aince .te orgmization . 
in 1916, has avefaged approximately fifteer graduates per 
year. Tha commercial department waa atartad in the fall of 
1923, Shorth:nd, typayriting, bookxeeping, and commercial Law 
are toight. the department ie well eouviprpsad with good 
typewriters, and the students have won the\r share of the 
ee eay contests and hava also gained honor; in the estate 
contests. 


The Corydon schools during 19381939 har an enrollment 
of 215 in high school and 310 in the elementiry grades, ~ 
The number of teachers employed wae tventy-trree, fourteen 
being in the high school, Of the students enrolled ninety-seven 
in the higk school ad sixteen in ths elementury department 

came from outside the district. The to%el amcunt received 

for tuition was $8,791.56. The total ponded Indebtedness, 
the highest in the county by far, wae 390,200 with #1, 151.79 
worth of interest bearing warvante outstanding, The actua 
Valuation of the property in the district, also the highest 
in the county, wat $930,543, ‘The tax village, exceeded only 
by Lineville, was 4/./0. 


As will be show by Table No. 15 on the following page, 
the enrollment has shown a general upvard trey through the 
years. Although a very evident ealuno took plase about 
1925-1926, both the high school and she element vy school 
have increased, the former showing the larger~grce:th, The 
population of Corydon, contrary to inost of the tows, has increased, 


— 
Proceedings of the Thirteenth Annual Meeting of he 

North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Scho-1q, 
9 . 


Annual report of the Cowrty Superintendent. 


> 
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Table No. 15 
SHOWING ENROLLMENT IN CORYDON SCHOOLSL 


Year H. 3. Blementary | Total 


1900-1901, PLO 256 466 . 
1910-1911 10 325 %2 
1920-1921 22 390 614. 
ree eae 180 210 90 
30-1931 150 275 2 
193101932 160 she 42 
19432193 : 161 299 460 
1935-1934 1&0 bE ae, 495 
1935-1936 | 217 265 02 
1936-1937 210 320 50 
1937-1938 210 300 — 610 
_ 1938-1939 208 250 5&8 
1939-1940 215 310 25 
1940-1947 207 288 95 
1941-1942 198 . 285 43% 
ae tiee anya B56 rong eT 
peeps 167 e7k YS 
194A TONS 170 285 LBS 
1945-1946 182 289 "  W71 
1946-1947. 203 295 Ugg 
1947-1948 202 326 52s 
1948-1949 197 321 51S 
1949-1950 205 411 | 516 
1950-1951 218 358 556 
1951-1952 227 390 617 
1952-19 2 230 375 605 
1953-1954 225 366 61% 
L95HR1955 212 $01 613 
1955-1956 22k, 388 612 


In 1955-1956 the evaluation of the district was ‘$1,391, 666. 
It cost in this same year $143,943.96 to operate the school, | 
This money was received from the following sources: £272 215.29 
district tax, $1,295.37 semi annual appropriations, #2, 6144, 24 
federal aid, $9,366.64 general state aid, #4924,08 transportation 
aid, $3,959.17 supplementel state aid, $686,671.59 tuition, and _ 
$11,142.37 transportation for tuition students. ‘The school 
carries a reserve of about $80,000, ~ . 


A gymnasium and auditorium was built in 1950 at a cost 
of $108,000.00. During the summer of.1956 extensive interior 
improvements were made costing about $15,000.00, 


The tax rate is now 50.150 mille. © 


Annual reports of the County Superintendent. 
P 7 


Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 


ee The men who have served as sunerintendents of the 
| “orydon Schools are ag follows:1 


Ly . Name Lear's salary 
 G, We. Sampson 18/'9=1833 | 
 C, KK. Sturges 1885-1685 + BOO m 
GC. W. Martindale 185641889 i §00~ #950 
| Louis Begeman 1885-1895 800~$1000 
W 6COP. oS. ~Dorland 189-1897 - $1000. 
i  Chsrles Carter 1897=1903 #800-92350 
eee W. Le Pugh 190 %4=1907 1000-. 
a 6J. OC. MoGlade — L9907=191". 
f Harry >. Kies LL 915 
* John B, Parker 1915-1916 
} Lee & Easter 1915-1921), 
r .L. A. Blezek 1321~1925 
| Ward %. North | 1G 25m LIF 
6G erald Bryan i LOY 71.955 
GC. bE, Streeter | 1956= 


Hume gton 


Humeston 1s a pleasmt country torvn of about 900 popula- 


/ tion lying in the northwertern part of the county on highway 
me. 65. Ithad its beginning when the Chicago, Burlington, and _ 
# uincy Railrosd was bulit south {vom’ Chariton in 1872. 


Se He Mallory of Chariton selectec. the name of Humeston for 
the tovm in honor of Alva Humeston, Sr., early settler and 
highly respected citizen in Richman Township. In May of 
1é/2, the town was patted and reccrded, and its growth wes 
rapid, ‘The coming of a second railroad in 1860 caused gome- 
thing of a boom, ana the populstion is said to have reached 
nearly a thousand; however, in 1885 it was recorded as being 
only 684 and as 9!'5 in 1900,2 


The fire; sciool in town was a private or select school 
taught by Etta Taylor in a room above one of the stores, 
Reverend Hoover, a Christicn Minister, also taught a select 
school for ame tima, but most of the vhildren during the 
G@arly years of the town's history attended the ne:rest 
district school, By the yeer 18%2 there was a demand for 
more adequate mexns of education, and an independent school 
district was crested, A nev frame schoolhouse was erected 
the following year at a cost of $3,500, 3 7 


7 ae 
fowa Educaticaal Dire:tories published by the State Dept. 

2 3 

Mrs. W. HE. Herkey in %he Timea Republican, Corydon, Towa, 

September 24, 193). (Iova Consus Reports. Yable 1.) | 


Tbid. Miss Phebe B. King, Humeston, In. Personal interview, 
May, 1910 . ) 
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Mothers, fathers, sisters, and brothers, do 
come to the polls tomorrow and show that your ideals 
are higher than dollars and cents by casting a vote in 
' favor of a new schoolhouse, "1 | 


The next week the same newspaper carried an account of 
the voting, as follows: 


"Perhaps there never was a time in the history of 
Humeston when there was so much enthusiasm shown and 
such a large vote polled as last Thurrday when it 
wag deoilded to bond the Independent District of Humeston 
in the needs of the district. Lt.was sarried by a good 
majority, there being only 27 tallied egainst and 3533 
for the proposition, giving 4 comfortable majority of 
seventy»xnine over the necessary two-thirds of the votes 
Cast. : 


One feature of the voting was that every lady 
marked the ballot correctly, while fi‘e or six of the 
manly kind made biunders which threw cut.their votes.2 


The joy of the large delegation knew no bounds, 
and cheer upon cheer for the ladies who had so nobly 
assisted in procuring the children a new home rang 
through the city hall. <A precession headed by the bavi 
marched through the streets bringing tae good news to 
everyone in town and joy reigned suprene, "3 


The corner stone for the new building vas laid with 
appropriate ceremonies on August 15, and on ebruary 3, 1908, 
the pupils and teachers moved into what wae at that time 
regarded ge a fine school building, well suited to community 
needis.4 It 1s the same one which is still veed and houses 
both the elementary school and the high school; it is of two 
story and basement design and of brick, trinned with stone, 
and compares favorably with buildings constricted about 
that time. It haa been kept in rather good repalr, with minor 
changes made during the years as they were fumd necessary. 


aed. 
The Humeston New Bra, Humeston, Jae April 3, 1907. 
P , 


The reader will recall that at that. tim: men and women 
voted separately in school elestions amd women vere not permitted 
to vote at all in general elections. 


ene Humeston New Era, Humeston, Ta., Aprll 10, 1909. 


Minutes of the secretary of the school hoard, May 15, 1907. 
Ibid,, August 14, 1907, and Pelruary 5, 1907. 


, 
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The school board and Humeston pursued the sound fiscal 
policy of having the bonds retired at the rate of $2,000 
pér year, so that the entire indebtedness would be paid off 
by 1916, and no cost of refinancing the structure would. be 
incurred,1 


The Humeston schools during recent years have experienced 
the same difficult times as the others in the county, for 
the period of crop failures struck as hard near Humeston, 


with its level, fertile farms, ag anywhere in this aren, 


Teachers! salaries along with the general budget were cut, 


Much to the detriment of the sdéhool. 


Last year, (1934-39) thirteen teachers were employed, and 
the high school enrollment was ninety-three, the elementary 
154, with an average daily attendance of 76.3 and 146, 4 3 
respectively, thirty-two of the ninety-~three in high school, 
or over one-third, were tuition students from outside the 
district. The elementary school had only seven tuition 
pupils. The enrollment for a number of years is given in 
Table No. 16. 


During the last few years there has been an increasing 


desire to offer vocational agriculture and home making under 


the Smith-Hughes Act, but the buildine lacked the proper 
facilities td carry on this tyoe of program. There also 
was a desire on the part of those interested in athletics | 
to have a large gymnasium with classrooms in it for some of 
the courses recently sdded to the curriculum, A petition 
was circulated asking for a vote on a proposal to issue 
tonds; although it was twice defeated, enough of the 
Cltizens finally voted in favor of a bond issue to bring 
the plans to completition.2 


The new addition to the main building is still in the 
process of construction, but the gymnasium floor waa completed 
Sarly enough to be used during the basketball season of the 
past school year. There is room to seat approximately 1200 
spectators around the playing floor and in the gallery. 

A stage is built on one side and will make dramatic production 
in the school easier than it has been in the past. ‘There 

will also be rooms for manual training, vocational home making, 
and vocational agriculture. The size of the entire addition 
is 89 x 109 feet. The cost will be: apnroximately 

$35,000, but only $16,000 in bonds were voted because it is 
aW, Pe A. project, 


a 
Minutes of the secretary of the school board, Humeston, 
a as 15, 1907. 


Harold Erickson, Superintendent of Schools, Hume ston, 
Iowa, Personal interview, May 2, 1940. 
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Table No. 16 
SHOWING THE ENROLLMENT OF HUMES TON SCHOOLS1 


Year . HS. Flementar Total 
1900-1901 ae oes ome 
1910-1911 Wa 210% | 250 
1920+1921 LYS 235 480 
1950-1931 99 150 alg 
1931~1932 100 — 136 ; 236 
1932~193 94 | LHP ENO 
19334193 96 Lig ek 
19341935 Oh eae . ee 
1935-1936 35 13} 226 
1930-1937 1 157 236 
1937-1938 90 169 259 
age 1902 se) 1655 eu 
1939-19 9% 15) au? 
1940-1941. 107 166 27 
1941-1942 97 pus) she 
ae ee O7 136 : 23% 
1943-194 78 129 C'O7 
LO 419 U5 78 5 203 
LO UG- 5546 &3 Ley ale 
Ig h5-1947 15 115 190 
1947-1946 76 150 22s 
1948-199 92 129 22) 
1949-1950 el Lg eae 
1950-1951 85 177 262 
1951-1952 SE 16) Plg 
1952-195) Si, 1L7é 259 
ise : if & 

5 5 : ut ra 
1955-1956 91 176 : 267 


Humeston district had no bonded indebtedness before 
recently voting bonds for the new building project. Lani, 
year the tax levy for schools was 28.02 mills, and fhe eetual’ 
Valuation of property in the district was $47,712. 


The Humeston Schools have a commercial department 
including typing and shorthand. No foreign languages are 
taught. A full time music teecher is emoloyed to tryin a 
boys! glee club, a girls! glee giyp. a mixed chorus, and a 
band, but the school has no orchestra. Thare are no free 
text books fiynished the students except the reference bocks 
in the school library. ‘MThe school takes an active part in 
athletics. Besides having physical treining classea for both 
boys. and girls, a boys: team and a girls! team compete in 
_ Dasketball with other schools. The high school also has a 

football team. | | | 


CARE ek eee AE 


see a reports of the County Superintendent. 


Harold’ Erickson, Sunt., Humeston, Tas Personal Interview, 
M ay 2, 1940. 
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The following persons have served at the head of the 


Humeston Schools:1 


Name 
G. W, Hine 
Geo. M . M cBroom 
J. F, Holiday 
Clara Grim 
Clara ©, Goltry 
CO, A. Ratcliffe 
G. A. Axline 
Inez F. Kelso 
Kanest Walker 
Ernest C. Coad 
He ke. Young 
Arthur L. Lyon 
Floyd BE. Bailey 
J. Ge Parisho 
J. By Glyde * 
Mrs. Keo A, Ninert 
C. B. Youtz 
M. J. Harkness 
Paul A, Toegar 
A. R. Johnson 
Theo, M. Cook 
Harold Erickson 
HB wie DoW 
Mo aks... Latham 


Charles EB. Streeter 


Carl Jensen 


Years 


until 1886 


1886-1887 
1867-1291 
1891-1892 
1892-189}. 
1394-1896 
1896-1903 
1903~1908 
1908-1909 
1909-1910 
1910-1911 
1911-1912 
1915-1918 
1918-1919 
1919-1920 
1920-1922 
19221923 
192321925 
1925-1927 


: 


600 
64.0~-$1000 
900~$1000 


pence 
1125-81300 
1200 


2000 


Since the foregoing paragraphs were written, the Humeston 
Schools have built another addition to the building to more 
adequately house the vocational agriculture and home making 
departments, the music department, and to provide space for a 
very modern school lunch program. 


The assessed valuation of the Humeston district is now 


$700,866. TT he expenditure to opera 
This requires a tax levy of 53.678. 
x 


Ke in 1955-1956 was $89,059.58. 


Data from the Iowa Educational Directories published 


by the State Department of Public Instruction. 
2 


Gerald Dunemore, County Sunerintendent, August, 1956, 
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Lineville 


Lineville has the distinction of a town being partly 
in Iowa and partly in Missouri, but by far the larger share 
of this municipality lies in Iowa. With the differences 
which exist in the statutes of the two states, one can 
readlly imagine what situations arise, as something might 
be entirely lawful in one place and be illegal and punish- 

able by a fine only a few feet distant. 


The town had its beginning when Alexander Falukner built 
and begun operating a store at thie point in 1841, Other 
business establishments followed slowly, and the town wag |. 
platted and recorded in March of 1658, but awaited its first 
real impetus to growth until the year 1&71 when the railroad 
was completed.1 


he first schoolhouse in Lineville, built about 1864, 
stood directly west of the present public square. The first 
teacher in this school was Mr. Lewis. Because the building 
was larger than needed, it was made to house a mercantile 
business, and in 1865 a one-room schoolhouse was built 
several blocks west of the present location of the public 
square. One of the first teachers in the one room school was E. 5S. 
Buffom, who was assisted by Miss Purcell. Other early 
teachers were Dave Belvel and Tom Butcher. By 1573 conditions 
had become too crowded in the one room schoolhouse, and 4 
new building was erected in the northern part of tom not far from 
the railroad track.2 This was e brick building of four rooms, only 
three being used during the first few years. Several years later 4 
two room addition was made becouse of the increased enrollment, 
but the te aa building with additions served the community 
until 1915. . 


The crude classification of pupils prevailing at the time in 
rural schools was used, one room designated primary, | 
one as intermediate, and the grammar or unclassified higher 
school upstairs. Some of the early teschers in this school 
were Mrs. W. O. Donchoe and Mise Delia Tadlock, in the primary 
and Mre. W. O. Donchoe, Joe Covad, Mary Meade, ands. W. Miles 
in the intermedi-te room. The first superintendent, possibly 
called a principal, was Mr. McIntire, and some of the men 
who followed him in this capacity were: Warner, Miller, 
Vaughn, and Burgin. 4+ 


ca ' . 
Wesonhont and Biographical Records of Wavne and 


Appanoose Counties. 


Nellie Jordan in The Corydon Times Republican, 
September 28, 1939, 
2 


Mrs. D. W. Carlisle and Mrs. W. W. Muillinix, Lineville, 
Iowa. Personal interview, May, 1940. 


3 | 
nea Jordan--Corydon Times Republican, Sept. 28, 1940. 


Ibid, and Mrs. W. 0. Mullinix, Lineville, Tova. 
Personal Intervie, May, 1940. 
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The school was not fully graded for some years and the 
high school wad its beginnings in the teaching of -some 
secondary subjects in the grammar department. When the 
school was more closely graded, a year of high school work 
was undertaken, then a second year was added, and sometime 
during the superintendency of W. H. Lancelot, or in the period 
from 1898 to 1903, the sohool. was accredited as a four year 
high school.1 In the reports Lineville da listed as having 
only ten grades as late as 1900, but is recorded hs having 
twelve grades in 1903.2 


W. He Lancelot later became an inetruotor at Jowa 
State College at Ames and still later served for wme time 
as head of the Education Department jin that institution. 


During the last week of school on a Tuesday night in 
May, 1915, a fire was discovered in the building a: atout 
10:30 o'clock in the evening. So intense were the flames 
that they could not be controlled, resulting in a complete 
loss of the twilding equipment and school recorda. When 
plans were made to build a new schoolhouse, it was not put 
on the same location, because it wan too near the railroad 
track where the Peers of the trains had al ways 
seriously disturbed the gechool. The site had been donated by 
an influential citizen or perhaps the first building 
would never have been placed there, The present school site 
was selected because it was without doubt the best avallable. 
The nev building, which was erected at a cost of $22,500, 
was dedicated with appropriate cer#monies Friday, Marca 10, 1916, 
The same schoolhouse is still in use and houses both the high school 
and elementary grades.3 ‘The first floor is occupied by the elementary 
school, and on the second floor are located the office, a small librar 
and the high school classrooms. | | 


As the school was in nevd of room for its athletic 
program, a nev gynmasium was localied behind the main bulling 
and quite near to it. <A stage was built on the north 
side of the gymnasium which 16 used in dramatic production: of 
the school or for other 6vents which necessitate a stage sant 


auditorium, 4 | 


ed . 
. Mrs. D. W. Carlisle, Cergonal interview, May, 1940. 
P | 


Annual reports of the County Superintendent. 


3 | 
Mrs. Lylyn Duden, Mre. D. W. Carligle, Lineville, Iovn, 
Personal interview, May, 1940. 


Edward Evans, teacher in Lineville, 1935-1937. Personal 
interview, Iova City, June, 1940. | 

Mre, D. W. Carlisle, Laneville, Iowa Permnal letter, 
dune, 1940. 
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The town does not have a water pressure system, but 

the school has a water system and a sewage disposal syetem 
Of ita own, makingit possible to have indoor toilets, and 
to have bathing facilities in the gymnasium dressing rooms. 


In 1955 the tovm installed a oity water aystem, Thig 
solved one of the schools most serious problems. A scehool 
well did not supply sufficient water for ths plant, A pond 
Had been built near the building, but this, too, was not 
entirely satisfa ctofy.1 


The school is actively interested in athletics and 
has both b ys! and girls! basketball teams which have won 
their share of games in the county. No football is played, 
but the school does participate in tract. Although Largely 
an agricultural community, no Smith-Hughes agriculture or vocational 
home making is taught. 


In the fall of 1954 a football team was eatablished 
oe had made quite an outstanding record for a school of 
its size.e 


Last year, 1938-1939, Lineville sshodls employed ten teachers. 
The enrollment was ninety-two in high school and eighty-two 
in elementary school. Forty-two, or nearly one-half, of 
the high school and eight of the elementary pupils came 
from outside the distriot, their tuition fees yielding the 
tidy sum of $3,516.00. 


In the last two decades the population of Lineville 
has decreased also, this being most noticeable in the 
elementary school, The high school enrollment evidently 
has been bolstered up by the large number of tuition students. 


Lineville's school levy for the year, 1938-1939 was 
43.63 mills, the highest in the county. ‘he actilal valuation 
of property in the district was $222,355. ‘The bonded 
indebtedness was $9,000,lesa than one-tenth of the amount 
recorded for Corydon; and there were no interest bearing 
warrants outstanding. 3 


The assessed valuation of the Lineville district is now 
235,645. The cost of operating the Lineville School is 
63,986.00. Of this amownt $42,957.00 ia raised by tuition 

for non resident students. The looal district levys a tax 
on its self in the amount of 65.480 millsi + 


Sue 


Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956, 
: Ibid. ; 

snnual revorts of the County Superintendent, 1939. 
Gerald Dunsmore, County Sunerintendent, August, 1956. 
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_ table No. 17 
ENROLLMENT IN THE LINEVILLE SCHOOLST 


Year. Ho So Hlementar . Lotal 
1960°1901 < a “309 
1910-1911 ated ated 175 
191441915 meee vam : 211 
1920-1921 sO 163 2h 
1925-1926 10 127 23 

930—1931 9 12k 218 
1931-1932 63 136 219 
1932~19% 62 109 191 
12907122 15 113 198 
(1934193 91 110 201 
194354193 L121 113 229 
193641937 gl 1c 198 
1937+1938 oo) be Lt 
1935-19 19 90 a7 iy 
1939-19 9e Se 174 
190-1947 89 g}\ 183 

1941-1942 ie) (ai 152 
Teme a Ay 

| 1943-19) 3 val 124. 
1944194. y.t5 72 116 
hears OS {2 120 
1946.19 i 68 107 Ly 
1947-194 67 147 21 
1948-1949 69 164 235 
1949~1950 68 Lhe 21% 
1950-1951 69 LS; 221. 
1951-1952 &5 17¢ 264. 
1952-195 | &5 ye 255 

| 1953~195 92 | 14} a(3 
1954-1955 as ae Sy) ele 
1955-195 78 Lic 26)} 
po 


Data from the annual reports of the County Superintendent. 
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_ Some of the persone who have been at the head of the 
Lineville Schools are ae follove:) . 
, N Year Salary 
G, M, Des Ielete 183° $200 
OC. E, Foater 1886 ° 00 
i, BE. King 186641890 600-680 
~ L. Buchanan 18901892 ; 600-680 
' J. W. Oradker peaathar 600 4). 
8. 3. Tipton LEY 51896 - 800 
W. H. Lanoelot 1898-190 $00~1000 
G. He Hollen 1903-190 Tag ao 
W. He Kalkopen 1905-1909 f 0-810 . 
Clarence H, Hoxel 1909“1910 7 
A. W. Bagley 1910-1914 6/5 
Elmer F, Pleper 1911-1913 | 0-900 
R. A. Mason 1913-1915 00 
| E.. 0. Kunkelberg pare aeas 900-1000 
.Don C, Rogers 1917-191 1100 
| Jesse L. Dubos 1918-1919 (1 sem.) 1500 
i | K. R. Palmer 1918-1919( 6nd sem. ) bee 
if P, B. Bartlett 1919+192e2 1600-2000 
| Jesse &. McCrory 1922~1924 1850 
ql J. L. Rutherford nobel de : 2000 
John D, Craven 1935~19 i not listed 
Howard Crassill 19 satis 
| = Halley Ford : 1943-19 
wo -. R, J. MoLean 1949-1952 
J ames Softley : 195141953 
Byrl L. Gowin . 195441955 
L. F. Snook _ 1955— 
‘Millerton 


Millerton can rightfully claim that it is the newest 
town in the county, for it was not platted and recorded until 
December, 1912. The tow came into being bacause of the building 
of the St. Paul and Kansas City short line of the Rock Island 
Railroad, and is located in the o14 West Union neighborhood 
in Union Tovmeship. When the railroad oame through, it wae 
thought a good idea to start a town to accommodate many 
people in that part of the county with a trading and shipping 
place. It grew quite rapidly until a population of over 200° 
was reached, but the more common vise of the automobile and the 
notor truck has almost taken away ite reason for existence. 
The bank has o%ss24 and many of the estore buildings are 
either vacant or used only for other purposds. in spite of 
the apparent inactivity in bueiness the people have not 
abanddned the town, because in oy years 1920, 1930, and 1940, 
the pdpulation was 159, 162, and 163 respectively. 
Iowa Educational Directories published by the State Dept. — 
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Thé West Union Independent School Dietrict had tts school 
located on the present site of Millerton before the town was 
built; but as the population of the village inoreased, it 
proved too small to aocommodate all tho children. Accordingly, 
the present schoolhouse was built in 1917-1918 at a cost of 
$5,200 plus about $300 for equipment. The old one room _ 
schoolhouse wag sold to Lewdia Ryan who movod it away and it 
ie now standing in the southwest part of town and used. as a barn.) 


The present schoolhouse is a frame building with a manual 
training and a home economics room in the basement, three 
Classrooms on the first floor, and an office and two olagsrooms 
' on the second floor. There ig no municipal water pressure 

system in the town so the school gets ite water supply from 
a well in front of the main building. There ia no plumbing, 
no indoor toilets, and no shower baths, 


Since the above wag written, the building has been 
equipped with running water and gsultable toilet facilities, 2 


The high school began slowly, some instruction of a 
secondary character being given in the grammar grades. When 
about 1920 the béard deaided they wanted a high achool, 
preparation was made to offer at least two years of work and 
. to sesk approval for tuition purposes from the state department. 
As is shown in table 18, there were seven pupils listed in 
high school in 1920-1921. ‘The school was not approved for 
tuition purposes unvg}. the following year and then only for 
two years of high school work; however, in 1927 1t was approved 
for three years and in 1928 for four. 4 


in order to have an adequate pEhisete progran, a new 
gymnasium was built in 1934 with the aid of the W, Py A. 

funds and labor, and at a cost to the distriot of approximately 
$2900. The heat for the gymnagium is furnished by the furnace 

in the two story building, which stands closely adjacent to 

it, The gymnasium has a good sised playing floor and quite 

& large space for spéectatorg on the. east side bleachers, and 

on the stage built at the north end, The Millerton School has: 
an athletic program for both boys and giris;. The boys have 

a basketball and a baseball team, but no footkall team. t 


The school has a full time muisio teacher and both vocal 
and instrumental music is taught, There 18 a glee alub but 
no band or orchestra. Library facilities are poor, as Millerton 
has no town library and the school does not have many books, 
although a set of Dompton's and of Amerioana pnolyclépedia 
were added to the library for reference vork uth the past year. 

_ SIE ia RAE RETO a OB 

Ag Mabey Heuretery-of'the Schocl: Eoard, Millerton, 

ee Pérsonal interview, May, 1940. 


Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 


3 3 Lee | 
Ray Markly, Secy. of the school board, Millerton, Iova. - 
eet enter tey, Mak, 1940. Iowa Educational Directories. 


Lbid. 


ay 
Sinoe the coming of Mr. Dorsey to the superintendency in 
1936, algebra and geometry have been made alective instead 
of required. Agriculture and home sconomics are taught but 
not according to the Smith-Hughes. regulation. Manual training 


i8 also taught. Some commeroial subjects were Sivan a place 
in the ourriculum at one time but are not now offered,1 


Five classroom teachers and a teaching superintendent 
were employed during the past year, with a total enrollment 
for 1938-1939 of seventy~six with thirty-nine in the elementary 
sohool and thirty-seven in the high school, Twenty-two, oP 
over one~fourth of the total enrollment, were tuition pupils 
of whom eighteen were in high school making up nearly one«half 
Of its enrollment, Millerton has a bonded indebtedness of 
$1,600 as reported in 1939, with interest bearing warrants 
outstanding amounting to 2 928,59. The tax was 20 mitts with 
a total property valuation jin the district of $226,722, 


According to data given in table No. 1, the population of 
M illerton shows very little change in the Last two dec;dea, 

The total enrollment in the school shows a similar trené, | 
Tabiie No, 16 will show that the total enrollment in the school 
was the game in 1930-1931 as-in 1939p1940. Although the 

total enrollment has not decreased, the elementary schocl hag 
less than two-thirds aa many pupils as in 19430-1931; while 

the high school enrollment has inoreased nearly two and one-hal? 
times in the same period, 3 | 


The following men have been at the head of the Millerton. 
Schools: : 


Name *i | 
John H, Darr 1916-1917 630 © 
Harry P. Sheed 1917-1918 S10 
QO. P. Magee 1918-1919 720 | 
A. A. Thatcher 1919-1927 1000-1200 
R.S. Reed | "4927. 1.930 1665-1300 
H. H. Vander Flute 1930-193 1800 
Lloyd Wine inger uk hk eee, not listed 
F. G. D orsey | 1938-1942 
B. C. Barron 194.2~19 4, 
Marie A, Elmore LOULOIOUE 
Edwin Richman 1946-1951 © 


Helen Louise Westoot | 1951-1952 


L | | 
F, C. Dorsey, Superintendent of Schools, Millerton, 
Iowa. Personal interview, June, 1940. 


Amual report of the County Suverintendent, 1939. © 


3 | 
ie from Sowa Education Dire otories. 
Ibid. | 
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Table No. 18 
ENROLLMENT IN THE MILLERTON SCHOOLS1 


Year igs 9 ete CLlenentar Total 
1930-1921. stat A | tert mi 
19264192 Bo 5) ate Ie 
1§28-199 rai vt 10% 
1930-1931 15 61 H76 
1931-1932 35 70 105 
1935-1096 30 B7 & 

93319 ie Sh 
1934—_193 &3 
agers 9 64, 103 
1936~19 37 a 7 &9 
1937 +1938 lio 62 102 
1938+1939 53 38 a 
1959-19 @) Hl 39 76 

61940019421 ? 51. 93 
1941-1942 % ‘L et 
1942-194 26 q 
1913-19 15 Me 0 
194 1319 18 i Gs 
eee 14 2 63 
1946~1947 2% 2 85 
1947-1948 19 62 81 
1948-1949 2 62 &5 
1949-1950 1 8 tT 
1950-1951 16 g 1 
1951-1952 17 ik 2 
nee ihe : hg 
1953195 OT. ay 
1954-195 55 5 
1955~195 , 29 9 


In 1952 the people at Millerton decided to discontinus 
the high school and send their high schoo] students to Corydon 
and Cambria. ; : 


At the present time, they have a amall but very good 
elementary school. The board has taken a very active interest 
in the school. ‘They are careful to keep it well equipped and 
well staffed.2 

Annual reports of the County Superintendent. 


: _. Gerald Dunemore, County Superintendent, August, 1956, 
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Promise City 


Promises City is an incorporated towmm located in South Fork 
Township on the paved highway, Iowa No. 2, and on thse Chicago, 
Burlington, and Quincy Railroad. Beoaguse there WAS a group 


of farm houses there, the site of the villages was known as 
Promise Oity as early as 1852, The village was platted and 
recorded in December of 1855, and after some time a store 
was bullt and a post office established. The town did not make 
much growth until the completion of the railroad in 1880.1 
Then a mild boom took place, for within a year or two, five 
stores, a restaurant, & hotel, a grain elevator, and a lumber 
yard are known to have been established. By 1895 the population 
had grown to 209. It reached a orest in 1910 when it stood 
at 274, Sinoe then records show 267, 226, and 225 in 1920, 
1930, and 1940 respectively.2 


. The first schoolhouse in the village, a single room 
rural sohool, stood where the depdt now is, When the railroad 
came through, the building was moved to the present sohool 
site. At one time, according to Charlie Kinser who. attended 
the sdhool, there were approximately sixty boys and girls in 
attendance with only one teacher. One day thirty of the boys 
received a whipping for thé same offense, that of throwing: 
snow halls into the schoolhouse at the girls, during a brief 
absence of the teacher., The names of the early teachers are 
not remembered, it seems, and there are no records available 
to reveal who they were, The remrds were either lost. or 
burned in one of the two fires that destroyed the school 
buildings. However, it 44 known that a Mr, Rucker was one 

of the early teachers. 3 


In 1832 because of the rapid growth of the town, already 
referred to, the schodlroom had become so crowded that it 
Was necessary to do something about it. Therefore a new school- 
house was erected that year at a coat of $1,700. The little 
one room sohoolhouse was moved across the street and made into 
@ residence. 


Charlies Kinser, elderly resident, Promise City, 


Personal interview, May, 1940, 
Historical and Blographical Record of W pranogse 
Counties. | Sota 


1939 Financial Report, Wayne County, Iowa. 


Corydon Times Republican, September 28, 1939. 
owa Census Reports (See Table 1,) 


2 

3 

Charlie Kinser, G. W. Noble. Promise City, Iowa. 
Sor eoral interview, May, 1940. 


Ibid, Historical and Biopréphical Records of Wayne 
and Appanoose Counties. : , 
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ag in the new schoolhouse two teachers were employed, 

a4 John W, Grame as prinoipal, and Belle Holstein ae assistant. 
“f In 1885 the enrollment wae 130 and the school expenditures 

‘j= totaled about $1,000. The revords of the year 1889-1890 

| ghow only 125 pupils and two Gnetruotors. ©. A. Niday served 
'f 4&6 principal and Miss Belle Holstein still served as assistant. 
‘| ‘Their aalaries were fifty and thirty-five dollara per month 
‘fe respeotively.1 ; 


A small beginning was made in establishing a high school 
| by offering some subjeots in advance of the eighth grade. 
1} © ©«©About 1900 a full year of high school was offered and another 
‘y year was added in 1904. However, the eleventh grade .waa not 
| organized until 1922-1923, and the tvelfth grade was xdded 
4 the following year. The firet class was gradustead from the 
‘| four year high school in the spring of 1924,¢ : 


- ‘The school building construoted in 1862 was destroyed 
by fire in 1900, and school was oarried on in the church. 
buildings: to the end of the term. . 


: The building was replaced and served the community well 
until 1930 when it too was destroyed by fire. 3 


' Plans were made to rebuild, and at a special election 

held April 24, the same year, the voters of the independent 

. district of Promise City voted for a bond issue of $20,000 
to build and equip a school building and gymnasium, The 
proposal carried by a amall majority of ninety-wight in favor 
and eighty-two opposed.. On August 4, 1930, the cornerstone 
was laid, and in due time the building wes completed. 
Staley and Son of Centerville were the contractors. 


sare RnIRNIiesikias.._-achvandusremmniienmorace 


ih : 
P. The sohool building ie of rather unusual plan and design 
F: because the roomse are All of the semi~basement tyve, and the 

: gymasium is in the center with the classrooms on gather 

i Side. In the building. are two classrooms for the slementary 

i" grades, an assembly rotm, an office, a home economics roon, 

as & Manual training room, and a High school classroom. The 

i gymnasium has a stage at one end which facilitates dramatic 

i production in the school. 


ST | : 
Historical and Bicwraphiog) Record of Wayne and 


| 

4 Appandose Counties. | 

‘g » A, Niday in the Corydon Times Republican, Oot. 19, 1940. 
9 e | 


so Olla Baughman, Promise City, Iowa. Personal interview, 
|; May, 1940, 3 
1a Annual reports of the County Sunerintendent.. 


———— SSS 


Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendent, August, 1956. 


mn 
az - Corydon Times Republican, Corydon, Iowa, May 1, 1930, 
Auguste S80. | 
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&E 
Promise City now hae a four year annroved high school, 


- with an enrollment in 1938-1939 of thirty-six, and of this 


number “wenty-nine or over three-fourths, were tuition 
students from outside the district, The elementary grades 
had an enrollment of thirty, with five of thie number pene 
tultion pupils. Thirty-four out of sixty-six pupils enrol ed, 
Same from outside the district. The enrollment has dropped 
6nough in the last few years so that next year the school 
will gét along with one legs teaoher»-five instead of six, 

The reason for the decrease in enrollment is mainly due to 
the fact that most of citizens of the town are older 

people whose children are through achool and have left the 


- Gommuntty to sesk their fortunes elseewhére.1 


Table No. 19 
ENROLLMENT IN PROMISE CITY SCHOOLS2 
Year H.S. Elementary Total 

1900-1902 oe sont | | | , 
1910~1911 nn ~o 10f 
1920-1921 29 77 106 
1925-1926 60 2 112 
1930-1932 U6 6 62 
1931381932 7 30 (ie; 
19324193 Lg 3 roa 
1933-193 Lg O 6s 
193).193 M6 lig 95 
1935-193 29 6. 9 
1936-1937 50 6 ) 
1937-1934 6 46 102 
1938-1939 p %0 2 
133 ~19 O 36 6 
1940-1941 | p 2g 71 
1941-1942 ee) 3 75 
eects Ly 3 &0 
19434194 4a 36 18 
194 19) Ls ) &2 
Seger g Ve 19 
1946-1947 1 Uti, oa 
194-7-1938 6 be i 
1944619 35 LOL 
1949-1950 31 y. 10% 
1950=@1951 21 6 eb 
1951-1952 nm 

Bas 2 i 
19282168 es si 81. 


1955-195 a 76 76 


ay ) 
-Olla Baughman, Promise City, Iowa, Personal interview, 
a Penne Report of the County Superintendent, 19%. 


Annual Report of the County Superintendent. 
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Sie y ak of Promise City in 1920, 1930, and 1940 wag 
e+, and 225, respectively, which shows that the opulation 


ae has not decreased in the last decade. The total enrollment 


in thé gechools, as the praceding table has showm, hag dropped 


during this period, but the greater dcorgase 18 
9 school. Moreover, the elementary 
| . of what it was in 1920-1991. 


The amount of mo 
in 1972 was $2,656. 25 
was $14, 

The total tax levy was 
Valuation of $203,738. 


425-77 mi 


in the high 
énroliment is leas than half 


ney received by the district for tuition 

The amount of bonded indebtedneas 

000 and interest ta warrants amounted to $2,928.59, 
la vith a total property 


Tha following persona have been at the head of the 


Promise Gity Schools: 


Name 
Js W, Frame 
W. M. Frame 
GO. A. Niday 
R. A. Ratcliffe 
J. O, Cozad 
J. K. Green 
W. T. Ratoliffe 
J. S. Stamp 
J. W. Agane 
J; S. Ulm 


We. R. Reed 


H. W. Bollman 


Leonard 3. Ward 


James Bedvell 

B. G. Tye 

W. T. Pickenpaugh 
B. G Tye 

J. Osoar Johnson 
Forest P. Hagan 
Jo Be Tye 


‘Forest P. Hagan — 


R. F. Rominger 
A. Re Metier 


Marshall F, Cheever 


R. 3S. Reed 
Oliver Irelan 
C. Le Johnson 
J. E. Wintz 
Willis Fogle 

W. He Young 

H. M. Patterson 
Glenn P. Duncan 


M. H, Dake . 
Chester L. McKim 
George C. Humphrey 


Annual report of the County Superintendent, 
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lowa Educational Directorio, 


1886 
1866-1889 
1889~1890 
eee ets 
1891-189 
LE 1 BY 
18 one 
1896-1899 
1899-1902 
190241906 
1906-1908 
1908-1909 
1909-1910 
1910~1911 
1911-1913 
1913-1915 
1915-1917 
Festa 2te 
918-1919 
1919-1920 
192041921 


1950-1951 


6765 
$900-$1000 


51575 
$1800 
41 620~$1800 
not listed 
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In the spring of 1951 the board voted to discontinue the 
high school becauea of the increasing cost and decreasing 
number of students which made it ever more difficult to provide 
ashen educational program at a cost which the tax payers could 
a ord. ; 


An elementary gohool with fou’ teachers is still maintained. 
The board has been very oareful to keep the plant in good 
condition and well equipped. New modern seats have been added, 
the lighting has been improved, and a very adequate school 
lunch progran has been added. 


Seymour 


Seymour, like Allerton, had its birth when the railroad 
wae built through Wayne County in 1870. The town was platted 
and recorded in June, 1871, and the post office and bank : 
were 6stablished the same yaar.© 


A coal mine, the first in the sounty, was opened in © 
1883, and a second railroad, the Mi.waukee, came through in 
1886.3 ‘The population inoreased ratier ranidly, reaching 
710 by the year 1885, and 2290 by 19.0 when the orest wae 
reached and the following years eav a downward trend as was 
shown in Table No. l. 


For a short time the children att:nded the rural district 
echool which stood very near the tovm; but as early as 
April 2, 1872, the Seymour Independent Acshool District was 
formed and the same year a contract was iade with Neleon Rogers 
to bulld a two story frame sohoolhouse «:; 4 cost to 
the district of $1,950. The old rural school building, then 
within the independent district, was sol« to Wu. Wade for 
$62.00. The new building was Ocoupied bi the school on 
January 13, 1873. A census taken at thal time showed the 
number of children, of school age in the rewly formed district 
to be elghty~nine. 


The schoolhouse served the different church denominations 
until they could build houses of worship. ‘The Presbyterian 
and Christian Church buildings ware ere cied in 1874, and the 
Baptists built in 1880.5 


SLUR Aaa 


| Gerald Dunsmore, County Superintendunt, August, 1956. 
2 


Biographical and. Historical Record of Wayne and 


Appanoose Counties, 1729. : 
; inenolal’ Rainer Wayne County, ova. 


Mra, Ruth Wilson in the Co don Times Republican, 


cena tends 28, 1939, and Iova CensuBp Repor 


Ibid. and Sanfore y, Kirkland, Personal interview, May, 1940. 


Mre. Ruth Wilson in the Times Republican, Yept. 25, 1939. 
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The number of pupils increased so rapidly that the 
frame building erected in 1472 was soon after enlarged by. 


the addition of a wing, making it a four room school with as 
many teachers. 


The high school was organized in 1890, first offering 
one year of work und gradually making provisions for additional 
courses witil in 1898, Seymour had a four year high school. 
Because of the development of the high school, and the raid 
increase of enroliment, due to the growth of the town, the 
frame schoolhouse built in 1872 was replaced by a substantial 
brick structure in 1890 at a cost of approximately $20,000, 
But at the turn of the century buildings were again inadequate 
and in 1902 a new four room building was constructed in the 
west parti of town for the elementary school. Six years 
later this building was enlarged and then began to be used 
by the high school, the elementary grades occupying the 
building tuilt in 1890. Because of the rapid increase in 
the population and in the enrollment, the elementary school 
was presently in veed of still larger auarters, and in 1916 
the present building, which now houses both the elementary 
grades and the hirvh school, wac built at a cost of $40,000. 


Seymour Schools for many years past have been interested 
in sports, As early as 1905-1906 a football team was started 
by the principal, John Stamps, and the same year saw the beginning 
of a track tean.2 When Mr. Jarman became superintendent in 
1931, there was no basketball team, but when the high school 
abendoned its building and moved in with the elementary school, - 
the cold structure was remodeled in such a way that it could 
- be used as a basketball court. Both a toys! and girls! team 
were started, and today Seymour is noted for its giris! teams 
which rarely suffer defeat. In 1935, the old high school building 
was torn down anu the material used to construct a modern 
eyinasium adjaceat to the main building and connected with 
~4t by a spacious reception hall and an adjoining band room. 
The gymnasium was the first pro‘ject in the state finished 

under Wo P. Ao It is eighty-two by 104 feet, with a seating 
capacity for approximately 1000 people, There is a stage on 
one side which is used in dramatic production, and under it 
are the dressing rooms equipped with shower and lockers, 
The total cost of the gymnasium was approximately $35,000. 
An adeauaté playing field has been acauired adjacent to the 
gymnasium, ani at vresent the fleld is in the process of being 
equipped with electric flood lights for night games. Concrete 
bleachers are being constructed to seat spectators. This 
improvement is part of the W. P. A. project. 5 


a 
History of Wayne and Appanoose Counties, ppe 549. 
2 
John S$. Stamps, Seymour, Iowa. Personal interview, 
May, 1940. 


P, H. Jarman, Personal interview, May, 1940. 
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The school has a full time music teacher and both vocal 
and instrumental music are taught. <A band was organized in 
1934, and Seymour's marching band often parades at athletio 
contests. The high school has a student council elected by 
the student body, which looks after the intermural athletics 
events and occasional assembly programs, which 1t supervises, 
For the past two years the school has had a lyceum course 
sent out by the National Service, and has taken part in the 
county-wide visual education program. 1 


There have been courses in both home @conomios and manual 
training for several yearse Agriculture is offered, but not 
under the Smith-Hughes regulations. Superintendent Jarman 
Yealizes the need of yvocatiorml subjects and is attempting 
to make it possible for Seymour to offer both home economics 
and agrioulture on Smith-Hughes level within a year or two. 
The gchool is one of the few in the county to have free text 
books for its pupils, a policy begun in the year 1937. 


The enrollment for 1938-1939 was 203 in high school and 
200 in the elementary gradea, seventy~one tuition pupils 
constituting over one-third of the enrollment in the high 
school. ‘The total amount of tuition received wae $6,058. — 


Seymour had, at first, the problem of enlarging its school 
facilities to keep pace with its rapid increase in population. 
The town grew rapidly up to 1910 when it had 2290 population; 
no other tom in the munty has ever been so large. In the 
following ten years, with the closing of the mine, came a 
Slump. ‘he enrollment of the school naturally shoved a positive 
correlation with the population trend. However, in the last ten 
years, although the enrollment in the elementary echool has dronned 
ninety-eight, the high school has made a gain of sixty-one, part of 
this due to an increase in tuition students from outside the district. 


In June, 1939, the tax levy for school purposes was 34,88 
mills and the total valuation of property in the district waa 
Listed at $473,742. The total bonded indebtedness was $1,000. 
In one way the Seymour Schools have had some help in their 
problems of fluctuation populations and enrollments. They 
haw received mining school ad ft from the state, such aid 

last year amounting to $2,500. 


P. H. Jarman, Personal. interview, May, 1940. 


Ibid. 
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Annual report of the County Superintendent. 
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Table No. 20 
ENROLLMENT IN THE SEYMOUR SCHOOLS1 

Year | HS. Elementary Total 
1900-1901 | nae ~—— 4.67 
1910-1911 127 477 60 
1920-19 21 159 336 Los 
1925-1926 TA 300 yh? 
1930+1931 136 29% W36 
1931-1932 | 14g 286 as 
- 19324193 150 262 32 
1933-193 165 ra "20 
1934193 169 2755 bth 
1935-197 160 270 HG 
1936~1937 174: LI) A34 
1938-1949 Seas heb 218 uke) 
1939-19 20% 200 40% 
1940-1941 20% 222 420 
1941-1942 191 22h, 41s 

pene ene 171 182 45 
ESHA Lhe 165 307 

194 1212 133 | 170 30 

1945-194 128 176 30 
1946-947 159 1944. 353 
1947-1948 nee 190 363 
1935-1949 166 198 366 
1949-1950 169. 221 90 
1950-1951 eb} 29 10 
1951-1952 LY? 278 4.20 
1952-195 163 277 WL 
1953-195 172 318 49O 
1954195 169 320 gg 
1955-195 ae es 530 5el 


| Recent years have seen many fine improvements in the 
Seymour Schools. In 1955 a new addition to the building 

was completed. It is a very beavtiful and modern structure. 
seymour, for many years, has bern fortunate exrough to have © 
very capable administrators who have done much to keep their 
school up to date. 


The vocational subjects mentioned earlier have been 
added along vith an increased music program and increased 
art program, | 


The assessed vauation a3 present is $639,496, The board 
levies a tax of 52,692 to sipport the school. 


ty eae RE 


Annual reports of the County Superintendent. 
2 


Gerald Dunemore, Ccunty Sunsrintendent, August, 1956. 


gu 
The following people have tren at the head of the 
Seymour Schools:1 


Name } Years 
Jo H. Ware 18344 ~ | $600 
Py. Bes Kairie 1885 ? 600 
J. Wo Frame 1626-1888 Log 
C. 0. Hodges 1838-1889 sg 
W. Wagner 1259-189) bog 
J. A. Cozad | 11590~189., 150 
Beli Hil 1592-189. 490-600 
J. F. Wagner 1 69 4--.1.696 TW26) 
T. B. Taylor ) 1696=1895 60-00 
W. B. Yhornburgh 1699-190: 800-900 
As Pr. Speers 1902-190). 64.0~810 
J.°R. Cougill 1904-1917 760-1350 
H, F. Volkmann 1912+195.5 1350 — 
W. We. Pratt 1913-191 1350-1500 
D. B. Heller | LO LG LOL 7 1700 
T. M. Phillips 192,7=1918 1800-2000 
J. W, Miller 1918-1921 2600 
Jay J. Sherman 1921-1922 24.00.2560 
R, W. Newell 1922-1929 
A, J. Rohr ugh 1929-1937 
P. He Jarman 1937-1945 
D, A, Faris 1945.19)" 
Earl O. Berge 194-7 

Summary 


Many of the newly founded toyns first sent¢heir chilaven 
to the nearby rural district schools which had «ypeady pesn 
established. Several of the first schools in the soung 
were private subscription schools. “s population \oreasea 
the towns formed independent districts, built their jy, 
schoolhouses, and accepted the responsibility for i education 
of the pupils within the prescribed are of their dtytnjotg, 


Most of the high schools had their baginnings 11th «eg. 
subjects taught beyond the eighth grade. Laser thy babe a 
graded, and more work was added until all of them +b proce 
offer four years courses. Corydon established the ee 
eraded high echool in 1870 and Millerton was the Lust to 
advance to four years of high school in 1928. 


Most of the schools show an increase and a décivcase 
in Soenient that correlates positively with the fluctuation 
in the population of the tovns. Hoever, the high See ee 
have not suffered the falling off in enrollment that the med 
elementary schools, have, which is evidently due to the incre 
of the number of pupils from the rural districts. 
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Tenure of the superintendents, especielly in the smaller 
towns, has been very short; this naturally has not been 
conducive: to well planned educational programs over a neriod 
of years, because most of the men moved on before they hac become 

well acquainted with the needs of the community they served. 


The history of building pnrograms is one of » long process 
of educating the public to its own needs,. except in cases in 
which schoolhouses were destroyed by firs. In the voting of 
bonds in order to erect new buildings, the vote of the women 
in more than one case was the deciding factor. 


Chapter V 
THE ACADEMIES OR NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF SECONDARY NATURE 


Thefe were at different times two academies in the county 
which flourished for a season, did their work, and disanneared 
as high schools developed. There is but meager information 
avallable concerning theye-institutions, but several people 
still living in the county attest to their place in ths 
development of education in this region, 


The Academy at Seymour 


In 1879, then years before the establishment of the 
academy at Humeston, and the same year that Corydon established 
a high school, plans were made by three young men, 
"Lannie" Clemens, Jabez Ruby, and Warren Kent, to esta tLish 
and conduct an academy in Seymour. At this time the first 
public school at Seymour had been established only seven 
years, and the high school was not begun until a decade later. 
The young men lamented the fact that there was no further 
formal education for them unless they went out of torn to 
attend school, and that took funds which they evidently did 
not possess. So while sitting on the sidewalk one day, they 
made their decision to start an academy. To help them in their 
plans the young men ay,yiteg two able young women, Josie Wads 
and Lola Atkineon, later wre, W. S. Merrit, to serve with 
them on 9 board of directors of' which Jabez Ruby was president; 
Josie Wade, vice president; and "Lannie" Clemens, secretary. 


After considerable correspondence, they engaged as an- 
instructor, a Reverend Carr, who consented to assume all 
financial responsibility for the institution. The following 
fall, school began with an enrollment of about seventy pupils 
and two instructors, the Reverend Ssrr as principsl and 
Mrs. Savyer as his assistant. Classes were first conducted 
in the Christian Church building, which had been partitioned 
off into rooms, and the next year in the more spacious 
Masonic building, which stood in the northeast corner of the 
block now occupied by the park. The course of study resembled 
that of the present high school. | 


L 


Mrs, Ruth Wilson in the Corydon Times Republican, Sept. 28, 1939. 
Reverend *, E, Clemens, Trenton, Mo. Personal letter, June e2, 1940. 
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Chief among the activities of the new academy were the | 
literary society and the debating team, The school paper, : 
"The Star of The Academy," was vritten in long hand, and | 
; Amy Loomis, the present Mrs. D, H. Kirby, was the editor for 
m sone tine.1 : | 


The institution was, of course, co-educational, and two 
etapa poy tg beginning here and resulting in marriage were 
those of ¥, H. Kirby and Amy Loomis, and of "Lannie" Clemens, 
later known as the Reverend A, E. Clemens, and Lave Wyckoff.2. 


The life of the institution was short, for at the end 
of three years there were no funds to continue. In a personal 
letter to the writer, the Reverend A. E. Clemens makes the 
following statement concerning the demise of the academy: 


"The tuition was low and not enough money was 
“received to pay the teachers a good living salary-~ so 
tie school or academy had to close. ‘The business men of 
feymour were too blind to see the advantage of such a school 
und gave it little support. I believe if they head gotten 
behind Carr and Sawyers, the school would haw larted many 
years, ac it did in Bloofifield where an academy was conducted 
for years." 


The Academy at Humeston 


The second independent school of secondary nature had a 
slightly longer life and 9 much more pretentious name, 
The Humeston Normal College and Commercial Institute. The 
msn largely responsible for this institution was b, J. Gantz, 
wio came to the Humeston community in 1863, bought a farm 
md began operating it. Reelizing that the nublic schools 
at that time were not ecuipped to train neople for business 
or professional careers, he divised a nlan to form an institu- 
tion to nrovide such training. | 


The writer was unable to eecure information concerning 

the educational background of Mr. Gantz, but the 1650's 
“3nd 90's were the period of hastily organized, short lived 
normal schools, colleges, and so called universities, many 

cP them children of the famous and very profitable school at 
Valna:sigo, Indiana. Many small imitations of that school 
were organized in Inova, of which this may have been one. t 
any rate, Mr. Gantz completed his plans, and in the year 16838 
took into his confidence some of the citizens of Humeston, 
among whom were J, D. Haebrouck, Sr., J. 5S. Smith, and 

3. Pe Ne’'comb, " 


Mrs, D, H, Kirby, Seymour, Iowa, Personal interview, May, iglig, 
lees Ruth Wilson, Corydon Times Republican, Sept. 26, 1939. 


Reverend 4A, E, Clemens, Trenton, illo., Personal letter, June 22,1940 
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An attempt to make the propcsed school a community project 
was quite successful, and $1,500 was raised for its support 


during the first year. A large building owned by 


Robert Middlebrook was leased and equipped, end the school 
opened November 6, 1888. The students enrolled in such a large 
numbers that before the end of the first year the building 

was inadequate to care for them. The “Humeston College 
Association”, consisting of fifteen members, was therefore 
formed to help Mr. Gantz with his enterprise.1 


Plans were made to erect a permanent building to house 
the institit’an, and afber some deliberation, Mardis and 
Brown were awarded the contract to build it. In June of 1489, 
the cornerstone was laid with impressive ceremonies, attended 
by delegations from several surrounding towns. ‘The two 
story frame building was completed not long thereafter, 2 


The school itself, according to Doctor B. S. Walker of: 
Corydon, who attended the institution, was about at the 
educational level of the average high school of.the present 
and differed mosti.y from the public secondary schools of 
its day in that it offered practical subjects as well as the 
cultural. % 


One way perhaps gain some idea of what the institution 
was like by the claims made for itself through the medium 
of newspaper advertisements like the following which appeared 
in the Wayne County Democrat. 


HUME STON NORMAL COLLEGE AND COMMERCIAL INSTITUTE 
Thorough Practical Prepressive BHoonomical 


"Men departments in charge of ten well qualified 
instructors. Students can enter sny time. Commodizx: 

' buildings. Extensive library, latest works of reference. 
Latest improved maps, charts, and instruments. Good 
home board, well~furnished room and tuition at a low 
rate of $27 for ten weeks; forty weekg, only $100 in 
advance. ‘Ihe best musical department in the west. - 

Fine arts Department. Complete instruction in short-hand, 
typewriting, bookkeeping, telegraphy, and all English. 

and classical studies, All worthy graduates aided in | 
securing positions. Many graduates now earning from 440 
to $100 per month. While this college is not the 

largest in the Southern part of Tova, we Glaim that it 

is the best. Board only $1.20 per week and satisfaction 
guaranteed. Write for catalogue to W. W. Henderson, 
President, Humeston, Iowa. "4 


ats | 
Mrs, W. B. Berkey, Corydon Times Republican, Sept. 25, 1139. 
res 

Ibid. 


3 | | 
inc B. S&S Walker, Corydon, Ia. Personal interview, May, 1940. 
Wayne County Democrat, Corydon, fa. May le, 1892. 
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Possibly the advantages of the school may be somewhat 
overstated in this announcement. For example, the writer 
of it estates that "many graduates are now earning from 
SLO to $LOO per month." The bale below shows that up to and 
including the year 1892 when this article wae published 
there had been but eteve, eraduates, 


From the advertisement just quoted it appears that the 
Lastitution maintained a dormitory and 9 boarding department. 
Further evidence of this is given in the following excerpt 
from The Humeston New Era of January 16, 1889. 


"Good board and room will be furnished in the 
college building at $2.00 per week. Rooms furnished for 
two students at $1.00 per week, Students will bring 
their own comforts, pillows, sheets, and towels.” 


Although it ig unknown how well the inetitution 
fulfilled its claims, it had quite o remarkable growth as 
the accompanying table will show, | 

Table No, 2h 


SHOWING GROWTH AND DECLINE OF THE HUMESTON NORMAL, 
UNIVERSITY AND COMMERCIAL INSTITUTEL 


Head of Institution Year Teachers Students Graduates 
Prof. EH, J. Gantz 1689 9 504 O 
1890 12 150 @ 
| 1891 13 200 5 
Prof, W. 4, Henderson 1892 12 230 6 
AP aes: 1893 he 350 1 
Prof. F. P. Haskett  . 189 10 3658 9 
1695 6 200 3 
189 5 120 6 
1LE97 F 50 5 

1494 a none listed 


As the reports show, the school had the largest number 
of pupils in 18594, but the number of teachers was greatest in 
1891 and then declined until in the last year of the institu- 
tion's existence there were only four teachers employed. 
After reaching the highest enrollment, the school suffered a 
tremendous logs the following year, going down to £00; the 
next year showed a loes of eighty; and in the last two years 
the enrollment was only fifty and forty resnsctively. With 
so small an enrollment, and with recently established public 
high schools offering strong comnetition, especially in the 
cultural subjects, it was decided that the institution should 
be discontinued. ‘The building remained until about 1905, when 
Lt wae destroyed by fire. 

a , 3 

Annual reports of the County Superintendent, 
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Bs fhe academies were flourishing institutions for a short 
4 time ‘and then had their demise. The stimulated greater 

m  Anterest in learming beyond the common schools, and the one 
by at Humeston gave impetous to more practical training in 

the high schools as they developed. . 


